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INTRODUCTION 

 

 
This book was borne from our joint involvement with Euxton War Memorial Group. 

Whilst conducting research into local service personnel of the Armed Forces, we 

came to realise the speed at which the geography of Euxton is changing.  

Through our appeals for historical information about the village and its people, we 

also sadly, came to realise just how many long-established families of the community 

had either passed on or have moved to other areas. And with that, many details of 

local history, interesting facts and important artefacts and documents have moved 

with them.  

We acknowledge that in terms of an historical reference book about the village, we 

certainly could not surpass “Euxton-burgh” by Kenneth Hodkinson. He produced a 

fascinating “Pictorial Record of Bygone Days.” 

However, what we hope to present here is an interesting collection of old scenes of 

Euxton and contrast them with photographs of the same views as they are today. 

Through this exercise we hope to illustrate just how much the village has changed 

over the years. At the same time it presents and records a collection of scenes of life 

in the village in 2013. After all, our today will be somebody else’s yesterday and we 

will, in time, become the ‘Then’ for the next volume of Euxton Then & Now. 

 

We hope you enjoy this book as much as we enjoyed investigating and preparing it! 

 

Stuart A. Clewlow & Susan Balshaw 

Euxton, 11
th

 November 2013.    
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HISTORICAL SUMMARY 
 

 

An archaeological find on land behind Astley Hall in 1963, eventually led to 

excavations of the site between 1974 and 1977. The digs uncovered a variety of items 

such as a flint knife, two prehistoric burial urns containing cremated remains and four 

other burial plots containing cremated remains. Dating of the remains concluded that 

they were from prehistoric times. This indicates some sort of settlement or at least 

occupation of the area by people from the early Bronze Age. Intriguingly, all this lay 

within a mile of modern day Euxton. 

 

Euxton, as a specific settlement is believed to have evolved along the line of a Roman 

road, linking a settlement in Wigan to the fort at Lancaster. It is commonly believed 

that it may well have been a fortified position to some degree, in order to protect the 

ford crossing over the River Yarrow. 

 

‘The Surviving Past’ by John Hallam: 

“The best starting place for tracing this road is at Fishers Farm in Charnock Richard 

(NGR 560160) on the 250ft contour. From here the projected line runs northwards 

and takes in a stretch of Pear Tree Lane before crossing Euxton Lane and passing 

close to Buckshaw Hall and Old Worden Hall- where a Roman coin hoard was found 

(in 1883)…Sandstone blocks had been observed in a section near Pear Tree Lane in 

the 19
th

 century and on another site in Coppull excavated by the Chorley 

Archaeological Society.”     
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Although Euxton received a Market Charter in 1301 from King Edward I, this did not 

prove successful and so the village did not develop as a market town. On the Saxton’s 

Map of Lancashire 1577, Euxton was listed as Extonbrugh. The ‘Brugh’ or 

‘Borough’ element of the name possibly derived from the time of the market charter. 

 

Euxton slowly grew and developed under its Manorial Lords and was for generations 

an agricultural settlement. Euxton appears from time to time in historical documents 

which makes it possible to gauge how the population slowly but surely increased. 

 

The brook by the Parish Church is Chapel Brook. This flows into Ransnap Brook 

running alongside Bank Lane. This in turn becomes Culbeck Brook. In this area the 

man who would become King Charles II, drank the water declaring it a ‘cool beck’. 

Charles, who went hunting deer in the woodland, was lodging at Euxton Hall having 

assisted in the rescue of Hugh Anderton from the gaol in Lancaster. He stayed at the 

Hall on the 14
th

 August 1651. 

 

  
 

Above: Buckshaw Hall in the 1930’s. 

Right: The boundary marker of the Buckshaw Hall estate, bearing the initials ‘ER’ for  

Edward Robinson, which still stands on Whinny Lane. 

 

Buckshaw Hall was built in 1654 by Major Edward Robinson who fought for 

Cromwell during the Civil War. After the war he became one of two JP’s for Chorley 

and witnessed the first marriage in Chorley under Cromwell’s Enactment of 1655, 

whereby marriage was celebrated in the Market Place rather than in a Church. Major 

Robinson died in 1681 and is buried at Leyland Parish Church. 

Only about half an acre of land remains with Buckshaw Hall which is today a Grade 

II* listed building and in private ownership. Hopefully one day it will be returned to 

its former glory.  
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Having been a Packhorse Route, by 1726 Euxton had become a Turnpike Road (Toll 

Road); Euxton Toll House stood where a car sales business stands today, opposite the 

Euxton Mills. 

 

The population of Euxton increased throughout the Industrial Revolution and was 

certainly typical of many settlements in Lancashire at that time. Early 

industrialisation grew along Pincock Street. However, the community had begun to 

consistently decrease by the end of the 19
th

 century. This in part may have been due 

to the growth and greater success of the neighbouring areas of Leyland, Chorley, and 

Adlington. The latter two boomed with the introduction of canal, rail and road 

networks. 

 

Nevertheless, Euxton would eventually and quite literally experience a boom of its 

own.  

 

Between 1936 and 1938, over 900 acres to the northern edges of the village were 

compulsory purchased and developed by the Government and so, the complex that 

would become the largest ammunition filling factory in the world, was built- ROF 

Chorley. Yes Chorley, because it was felt that the name Euxton would cause 

pronunciation trouble and administrative errors. This situation hasn’t changed- we 

still hear ‘Yuke-ston’, ‘Uxton’, and so on! 

 

Work officially began in January 1937 and the site was formally opened on 31
st
 

March 1939, by King George VI; shown below having travelled by royal train. 

 

 

LCC 
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People moved from all over the country not just to construct the site but to find 

employment there once it was complete. Initially accommodation had been necessary 

for the staff transferred from ROF Woolwich. Many found lodgings around Chorley 

and Leyland but it was soon realised that temporary accommodation in the form of 

hostels was required. The first two hostels, designed to accommodate 2,000 people 

opened in 1942. Only 50 years earlier, the entire population of the village numbered 

less than the capacity of one of these hostels. 

 

The first, which was opened by Lady Churchill, was Highways Hostel. The complex 

included shops, medical centre, laundry, library and even a dance hall and tennis 

courts. ‘Highways’ (shown below) was a female only hostel and was run by the 

YWCA. By 1952 the administrative running of the site had been taken over by the 

Ministry of Supply. Following a proposal to close the site in 1959, a consortium of 

staff ran the hostel as Highways (Euxton) Ltd. It finally closed in 1963. However, in 

1966 Chorley Police occupied a number of buildings as its HQ, whilst they awaited 

construction of the current Chorley Police Station off St. Thomas’s Road. 

 

 
 

The male only hostel, the second to be opened, was ‘Woodlands’. It is widely 

accepted that it wasn’t as comfortable as ‘Highways’ and couldn’t boast as many 

recreational facilities. ‘Woodlands’ closed in 1955 and today the site consists of the 

educational buildings of Lancashire College and Edge Hill University. 

 

A third hostel was developed and at a state of readiness should it be required. This 

site became known as Washington Hall once it had become occupied for a different 

reason during World War Two. The 127
th

 Replacement Battalion of the United States 

Air Force were stationed there from 1942 until October 1945.  
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The servicemen were very popular in the area (particularly with the children) for their 

generosity in giving away chocolates and sweets. Crowds would often gather to 

watch them play their unfamiliar baseball games held in Astley Park; Washington 

Hall Yankees Vs Washington Hall Cubs.  

Between 1946 and 1948 the Washington Hall site became a recuperation and 

rehabilitation home for former Japanese Prisoners of War. Later, it became part of the 

Fire Service Training School and is currently undergoing aspects of redevelopment as 

the site of the Lancashire Fire & Rescue Training Centre (aerial view shown below). 

 

 
 

Today, all the hostels have gone, having been replaced by housing estates. The ROF 

has all but gone, being replaced with an entirely new community, Buckshaw Village. 

Many of Euxton’s farms have also been sacrificed to…? Yes, housing estates. And 

the same fate awaits much of the remaining agricultural land in the village.  

 

Euxton has changed its status many times over the centuries- from protector of a 

Roman Road, to a Manorial estate; from agricultural landscape to industrial 

settlement, and from site of one of the world’s largest ordnance factories, to modern 

day complex of housing estates ideal for commuting professionals.  

 

 

How will the next era in the life of Euxton be summarised…?     

LCC 
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THEN & NOW 
 

 

 
 

Both Brow on the A49, circa 1900. ‘Both’ pronounced to rhyme with Broth. The 

bridge and road over Chapel Brook stream was widened in 1909 and again in 1972. 
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Euxton Parish Church (above, circa 1890) could have originated in the 12
th

 century 

and there is a window which is believed to date from the early to mid 1300’s.  

The Chapel used to be under the jurisdiction of the Church of Leyland and today it is 

part of the Blackburn Diocese. Sir Robert Molyneaux, Lord of the Manor, is credited 

as having rebuilt the chapel in the 18
th

 century. An internal gallery was removed in 

the late 19
th

 century and a Chancel and Vestry was added in recent years. 
 

 
 

LCC 
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Top: Euxton Parish Church interior, 1910. 
 

Bottom: Euxton Parish Church vicarage, 1910. Rev. John Williams was appointed 

Vicar of Euxton in 1838. To mark the occasion the vicarage was constructed for him. 

He served the Church until 1892. The old vicarage is now a private residence and the 

current vicarage was built in 1984. The Community Centre can be seen to the right. 
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Euxton Parish Church Lychgate. It was built in 1927 as a memorial to Parishioners 

who had died in World War One. With regards to war memorials, St. Mary’s RC 

Church commissioned a series of stained glass windows and a marble memorial 

cross, and the Methodist Church raised funds to purchase a large silver vase and 

inscribe it with the names of the men from their church who lost their lives.  

There is a casualty of World War Two buried in the Parish Churchyard and across at 

St. Mary’s, there is another World War Two casualty buried, as well as two casualties 

of World War One.  

LCC 
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Euxton Parish Church Walking Day, along Wigan Road, 1890’s. 

The above shows pupils of the Church School and below the large Banner shows the 

Parish Church. Club Street can be seen in the background and the cottage on the left 

still stands but has now been extensively refurbished and rendered on the outside. 

Many houses behind where the photograph was taken lost a portion of their front 

gardens, under compulsory purchase, when Wigan Road was widened in 1948. 
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St. Mary’s RC Church was opened by the Bishop of Liverpool (Alexander Goss) on 

Sunday 29
th

 October 1865. Fourteen months earlier he had been present at the 

commemorative laying of an inscribed corner stone. The Anderton's of Euxton Hall 

made generous donations towards the building which allowed Catholic worship in the 

village, rather than in the family chapel (which is now a private residence) at Euxton 

Hall. The land on which the Church was built was donated by Mr. Garstang of 

Clayton and Gleadhill. 
 

 



 14 

   
 

Top left: St. Mary’s, circa 1900.  

Below: St. Mary’s Church Walking Day, circa 1890’s, passing in front of the  

Red Lion pub which stood on what is St. Mary’s Church car park today. 
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Euxton Methodist Church was opened with a silver key by Mrs Herbert T. Parke of 

Withnell Fold, on April 2
nd

 1902 and its construction (shown above) cost £1,300. 

The original chapel was used as a Sunday school before being taken down in the 

1960’s and replaced with a building more suited to group meetings and social events. 
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The original Euxton Wesleyan Methodist Chapel was built in 1845. Prior to this, 

Methodist services, of which Euxton was in the Preston circuit, were held in a cottage 

on Pincock Street. 
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Euxton Parish Church Community Centre, Wigan Road, circa 1890’s. Served as a 

School until the opening of the current Church school off Bank Lane in 1961.  

Euxton War Memorial Group meet here, and poignantly, at least one of the men to be 

commemorated on the village war memorial was a former pupil when the building 

was the Church School. 
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The old Church school (circa 1970’s) once it had become a Church Hall and prior to 

its redevelopment as Euxton Parish Church Community Centre.  
 

The date stone above what was the main entrance reads: 

NATIONAL AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS 

ERECTED BY SUBSCRIPTION AND GRANT        1837 
 

It is anticipated that the scene below will change again shortly; it is hoped that a 

proposed Euxton War Memorial will be erected (where the shrubbery is) in time for 

Remembrance Day 2014. 
 

 

LCC 
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There used to be a foot bridge across the footpath at the end of Bank Lane. The 

Anderton family of Euxton Hall used to walk from their estate, over where the two 

primary schools are today, and across the bridge to St. Mary’s Church. Their journey 

gave rise to the name of the subsequent housing development, Church Walk. 
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Bank Lane, looking up toward “West View”, which stood up to the boundary of the 

Dentist and offices of today. On the left the old “School House” can just be seen and 

on the right is “Beech Croft.” All of these properties have since been demolished. 
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Bank Lane, looking across Wigan Road towards School Lane, 1970’s.  

The Community Centre can be seen on the left and in the bottom right corner; the 

village stocks can just be seen. 
 

 
 

LCC 
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The stocks and water 

pump were originally 

sited at the junction of 

Wigan Road and Bank 

Lane. They were 

reinstated on 

Millennium Green, 

which was opened in 

July 2000. 

 

Top: circa 1880’s. 

Middle: circa 1970’s. 

Bottom: Today. 

 

Road works on Bank 

Lane in the 1990’s 

uncovered the brick 

shaft of the old well 

which existed below 

the cast iron water 

pump. 
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The Prince of Wales (Duke of Windsor, King Edward VIII) called at Euxton during 

his 1921 tour of Lancashire. In the presence of Lord Derby and Colonel Anderton of 

Euxton Hall, the Prince officially opened the original Euxton War Memorial Institute. 

The wooden structure was commonly known as the ‘Silver Slipper’. After suffering a 

major fire the building was demolished and replaced with a brick build in 1985. The 

club is still in use today and known commonly as the ‘Institute’ or ‘Insty’ and they 

are also sponsors of this publication. 
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The Talbot Arms or ‘Smokey Joe’s’ on Balshaw Lane.  

The Talbot as we know it today can just be seen on the right hand side. 
 

 

LCC 
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Balshaw Lane, looking at the New Talbot Arms, which replaced the original. Surely 

to keep the punters happy, the new Talbot was built and opened prior to the old one 

being closed and demolished! The Talbot have sponsored this publication. 
 

 

LCC 
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Inside the ‘vault’ of what was then called the New Talbot Arms. 

This area is now used for the pool table and every weekend it is busy with people 

coming to watch the football on the big screen. In the last ten years the pub has 

received numerous commendations and been regional finalists and winners of  

Best Community Pub, the Warm Welcome Awards and Pubs in Bloom. 
 

 

LCC 



 27 

 
 

Prior to being Papa Luigi's Italian Restaurant in 1980, the building was the Anderton 

Arms. The area which is today the Reception counter area is the oldest part of the 

building which was the original 17
th

 century inn. There is even a belief that Charles 

Stuart stables his horses there when he was briefly a guest at Euxton Hall in 1651. 
 

 

LCC 
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The Anderton Arms, 1890’s.  

There used to be a bowling green at the rear as well as stabling facilities. Being next 

to the old Police Station and opposite the stocks, the pub was used as a ‘Court’ many 

years ago. The Oddfellows Society- ‘Lily of the Valley’ met at the Anderton Arms. 

There was an extensive fire in the late 1980’s which resulted in the interior being 

remodelled to the way we know it today. 
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Wigan Road and the junction with School Lane, 1970’s. The old Police Station can 

be seen on the left and the Anderton Arms which is now Papa Luigi`s.  

Papa Luigi’s is a well known Italian restaurant and have sponsored this publication.  

Above, the “School House” can just be seen beyond the pub.  

Notice that the slight bend in the road has been straightened out now. 
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The Euxton Mills Hotel was built as a coaching house in 1760 and was originally 

called The Grapes Hotel. Just in front of the upstairs middle window is a large bunch 

of grapes. It changed its name to reflect the increase in the mill industry in the area. 

Many believe that the pub is haunted by the ‘Grey Lady’. 
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A building stood where the Bay Horse is today as early as the 1780’s, providing 

refreshments and basic lodgings for travellers on the Preston to Wigan road. It is 

thought that the crossroads was an intersection of two pack horse tracks in use during 

the middle ages. Inquests were held in the Bay Horse during the 18
th

 century. The 

Bay Horse have sponsored this publication. Another sponsor is Rimmers Pharmacy 

which is just in view on the right in the photograph below. By sheer coincidence at 

the time of the photograph above, the building was used by Rimmer’s Bakery.  
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Travellers Rest, Dawbers Lane, circa 1890’s. The photograph shows Landlords Denis 

and Elizabeth Robinson and their son James. The stable block on the far right has 

now been extended and refurbished to become part of the main building. The 

Travellers Rest have sponsored this publication. 
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For many the Plough is still known as ‘Jerry's’. Although the Plough Inn has always 

been the name of the establishment, the nickname was in tribute to former landlord 

Jeremiah Cornwell. He had been the Gamekeeper at Worden Hall and Euxton Hall. 

What many won’t realise is that while the nickname survives, and some will think it 

is a fairly modern naming, Jerry died back in 1925. 
 

 
 

LCC 
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The White Hart pub on Runshaw Moor, 1930’s. They were licensed to sell only Ales 

and Porter, where as The Plough next door was an Inn and could therefore  

sell all alcohol. The White Hart is now a private residence. 
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Another pub, up Old School Lane was the Gray Horse Inn. By the time of World War 

One it had become a private residence. Trade had no doubt suffered when the ‘new’ 

School Lane and underpass was created when the new slow line railway section was 

opened up about 1895. Interestingly, the pub was the venue for the meeting and 

reconstitution of Euxton Cricket Club in 1893. 
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The Red Lion, shown above, once it had become a private residence, called  

“St. Mary’s Cottage”, stood on land which is now the car park to St. Mary’s Church. 

After the pub was demolished it opened up a view of St. Mary’s original Church 

School. It can be seen in the photograph below and is today the venue of the popular 

children’s Nursery Busy Bodies, who have kindly sponsored this publication. 

The red brick building in the centre of the photograph below is “East View”. 
 

 
 

LCC 
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Stood in Charnock Richard, after crossing the River Yarrow, we are near Pincock 

Brow, looking back towards Daisy Hill, Euxton. After a road accident in 1957, a 

truck of the United States Air Force, is seen balancing precariously over the edge of 

the road. The house on the left is “Bridge House”. 
 

 

LCC 
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Above: Pincock Street, 1890’s. Half way down was the pub, the Millwright Arms. 

Below: The rear of the terraces on Pincock Street, 1910’s. Note the tin bath hanging 

on the wall on the left hand side. The building in the centre was the “Lobby House” 

which was accessible only via a small alley between the terraces. 
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“Waterside House”, Pincock Street, 1910’s. “Riverside Cottage” can be seen on the 

right. The former was a drying and storage building, used by the latter which was 

originally a paper mill. Although derelict, the old paper mill is a listed building. It is 

believed that industry was established along Pincock Street during the 16
th

 century 

and also that Methodism in Euxton originated there. Little evidence remains to 

indicate just how populated this area once was. 
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“Channel Cottages” also known as the “Step Houses”, circa 1905.  

The view is looking uphill towards the junction with Dawbers Lane, from an area 

known as “t’Channel” in bygone days. The “Toll House” can just be seen on the left 

hand side at the end of the road. 
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“Daisy Hill Cottages”, Wigan Road, circa 1905.  

They were built in 1904.To the right stands the “Channel Cottages”, which have all 

since been demolished, except for three which are set back from the road and out of 

view in the photograph. The “Channel Cottages” in the background were built as 

hand-loom weavers cottages. 
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Wigan Road looking towards the junction with Dawbers Lane, 1910’s. “Woodlands” 

is the row of terraces to the left and were built in 1896. On the extreme right is the 

“Toll House” and next to that, the Ince Arms- both of which have now gone.  

The Shepherds Friendly Society- ‘Worthy Lamb’ Lodge used to meet at the Ince 

Arms. Prior to demolition the building was used as a chip shop. This particular area is 

often referred to as Daisy Bank, but known locally as Daisy Hill. 
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Above: A closer view of the “Toll House” and on the left is a shop, 1910’s. The shop 

was known locally as “Kitty Cornwell’s”. This area is now a car sales forecourt. 

Below: Euxton Co-Op, Chorley Branch No.10 which stood on the corner of where 

Anderton Road is today. 
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Dawbers Lane, circa 1929. The weaving sheds of Pincock Mill which opened in 

1896, can be seen on the left. They remained in use until very recently. From 1969 

the site was owned by Xelflex and they specialised in the production of rubber 

mouldings. They were the last occupants before the site was sold off and demolished 

between 2011-13. The houses in the centre were “Pincock Factory Cottages” and 

were conversions of former factory buildings. The cottages were demolished in 1965 

and today a bungalow called “Mill End” stands on the site. 
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Castle Houses on what is now Old Dawbers Lane, was once a double dog-leg section 

of the original line which Dawbers Lane followed. One of these cottages was for a 

time used as the Catholic Church School. 
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The remnants of the Bobbin Shop, situated at the end of Mill Lane. Originally the 

building was part of a complex, built in the 1800’s, that was called Armetriding Mill. 

It was rebuilt in 1851, as a spinning mill, and then became known as the Bobbin Mill. 

In 1852 there was a boiler explosion which killed two mill workers and the site was 

hit by a bomb during World War Two. Today it is a private residence. 
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Flag Lane End Farm, Runshaw Lane, circa 1910’s. 

It is possible that the man in the photograph is Charles Walmsley. His son Bertram 

Townson Walmsley was killed in World War One and is included on the Euxton War 

Memorial roll of honour. Bertram served in the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 

and died of wounds on 25
th

 September 1917. 
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“Rose Cottage”, Runshaw 

Lane, circa 1880’s. 
 

Other than the roofing 

material, the originally 

thatched cottage changed 

little over at least two 

hundred years. 

Although retaining some 

old internal features, 

today the building is 

almost unrecognisable on 

the outside.  

 

The cottage was formerly 

the home of Herbert 

Davis. He was a Driver in 

the Royal Army Service 

Corps who was killed in 

action in May 1940. 

Herbert is also included 

on the Euxton War 

Memorial roll of honour. 
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“Rose Hill Cottages”, Wigan Road, 1950’s. Felton’s garage is on the left. 

One of the cottages was once home to Charles Eccles who fought with the  

Loyal North Lancashire Regiment and died in action in 1917 age 19.  

Charles is also included on the Euxton War Memorial roll of honour. 
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“Rose Hill Cottages”, Wigan Road, 1890’s. 

As seen before Felton’s garage was established in the building on the left. The road 

seems an idyllic country track- a far cry from the busy A49 road we know it as today. 
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Runshaw Lane in the early 1960’s and looking towards the site of the ‘Trees Estate’- 

known because of the names of the roads, Cedar, Poplar, Yew Tree and so on. 
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Euxton Library, St. Mary’s Gate, 1970’s. The present library opened in 1966 and 

prior to that it had been established in a cottage off Wigan Road. The current building 

has been extended and redeveloped in recent years and is today popular with a 

number of local community groups. 
 

 
 

LCC 
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Today known as Euxton Lodge and a private residence, the building (shown above in 

the 1970’s) was originally a weaving mill. The property is accessed from a driveway 

between two rows of terraced houses along Wigan Road. 
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Wigan Road, circa 1920’s. The building shown used to be another Euxton Farm. The 

site became used by a Blacksmith and after being demolished and replaced with a 

modern build, the current owners have named it “The Smithy”. 
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Some may remember that before Shackerley (Holdings) Group Ltd. (who have 

sponsored this publication) was situated on Wigan Road, the building was home to 

Lavina Garage. However, even earlier than that, the premises were in use as 

Rimmer’s Bakery. The row of four terraces on the opposite side of the road and next 

to Euxton Medical Centre, were originally built as cottages for the Bakers.  
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“Coronation Terrace”, Wigan Road was built in 1911. On the left was the Post Office 

and next to that was the Police Station. This was in use after the original station 

closed and while the purpose built station near the Wigan Road / School Lane 

junction was being constructed. The Police Station sign can be seen above, to the left 

of the Terrace row date stone (centre of photograph). 
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Feltell’s Shop, Wigan Road, circa 1910’s.  

To the left of the shop stood Halliwell’s Farm as it was commonly known, although 

most old maps record the area as Village Farm. They used to sell fruit and veg from a 

wooden cabin and were also suppliers of coal. The white rendered building on the 

right in the photograph below is the private residence “Stock Cottage”, which is 

obscured from view in the older photograph.  
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Wigan Road, 1900’s with the old Police Station on the far right.  

Behind the two men is the first house of Club Street.  

Beyond that, the front of Feltell’s shop can be seen. 
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“Snowdrop Cottage” was 

the last building of Club 

Street to be demolished 

in 2012. It has now been 

replaced with a similar 

sized modern home. 

 

Originally, Club Street 

was made up of a row of 

terraced houses. The 

houses were on one side 

of the cobbled road and 

the gardens on the other.  

 

Below: Club Street, 

1960’s, showing Erica 

Glover and her son 

Johnny (on the trike) and 

the Maddox brothers, 

Billy and Jimmy. 
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PC Singleton on Wigan Road, 1900’s, in front of Euxton’s original Police Station,  

this is now a private residence. 

The Police Station had a barred holding cell which stood along the whole width of the 

back yard. It consisted of a door in the middle with one window. 
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Wigan Road and the junction of School Lane and Bank Lane, 1890’s.  

The former, at the time of the photograph, was nothing more than a dirt track.  

The building just right of centre used to be two residential properties. They were later 

converted into a Joiners workshop which was initially owned by Beardsworth & Kay, 

who made coffins and arranged funerals. They sold the site to Peters & Strickland. 

The building has since been refurbished and extended and is now used as offices. 
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Wigan road, 1900’s, looking towards the junction with School Lane and Bank Lane.  

The course of the road has been straightened over the years. The gable of the property 

above is the other side of the Joiners workshop mentioned on the previous page.  
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Wigan Road and Balshaw Lane Junction, circa 1920’s. 

“Balshaw Villa” has been renovated and extended in recent years. The house used to 

be used as lodgings for guests and visitors of Euxton Hall when the Anderton family 

occupied the manor. Their coat of arms is carved in stone and recessed into the front 

gable of “Balshaw Villa”. From where the photograph is taken if one turns around to 

look at the large perimeter wall, a blocked up gateway can be seen which was directly 

in front of the entrance to “Balshaw Villa”. This was the ‘Tradesmen’s’ entrance 

between Euxton Hall and “Balshaw Villa”. 
 

 
 

 

 

                                                                              A close up of the Anderton arms on  

                                                                         the gable of “Balshaw Villa”. 
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Sir William Molyneaux became Lord of the Manor c.1360 after marrying Joan, co-

heiress of Sir Robert Holland who had been the previous Lord. 

Eventually the manor was sold to William Ince Anderton of Euxton whose family 

could be directly traced back to King Edward III. Euxton Hall has a very long and 

rich history. It evolved over the years with major reconstruction works taking place 

variously in both the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries. In 1929 the upper storey was totally 

removed and came to look very much as it is today. In 1983 it changed from a private 

residence to Euxton Hall Hospital. 
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In 1895 the railway station off Balshaw Lane was opened. The above photo is from 

about 1910. It replaced the original Euxton station which was formerly off  

Euxton Lane, opposite the Bay Horse Hotel. Bottom: Pre-1960 Euxton tickets. 
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‘Euxton War Memorial Group’ was formally established on 21

st
 February 2011. 

Although Euxton has Church memorials and a Memorial Club, there is not a public 

memorial; ie/ one that can be accessed at any time, regardless of religious or licensing 

protocol. The group hopes to oversee the erection of a memorial commemorating all 

men and women from Euxton, who have lost their lives in service of the country 

since 1914. 
 

The group was formed to create a permanent war memorial, which would be 

dedicated to casualties of war from the village since 1914, to the present day. This 

memorial would be non-denominational and available as a place of remembrance and 

reflection for anybody and at any time. 
  

We were all extremely proud to fulfil our ambition and oversee the unveiling of a 

memorial and roll of honour in 2015. A new Euxton landmark was created with the 

construction of the War Memorial in front of the Euxton Parish Church Community 

Centre off Wigan Road. A Remembrance Service now takes place there every 

November and the service personnel of Euxton are remembered with honour. 

 

Euxton has a history of pulling together to achieve things as a community and this 

project was certainly in keeping with tradition. 
 

Three men from the Euxton Roll of Honour: 
 

     
 

         Cyril Balcombe                Joseph Beardsworth                 David Markland 

EUXTON  

WAR MEMORIAL  

GROUP 
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Members of the Euxton War Memorial Group began ground clearance in 2014. 

The Memorial and interpretation panel was unveiled in July 2015 and is now a 

feature in the village with many people regularly pausing to pay their respects. 

 

 



 68 

Presented by Local Historian and Author  

Stuart A. Clewlow, FRHistS 
 

Some of my first public displays of local history and military artefacts was back in 

1995 to commemorate the 50
th

 Anniversaries of VE Day and VJ Day. Since then I 

have been researching and collecting information and artefacts of local importance 

and sharing it across our Borough, whether that is in schools, community centres, 

public events and temporary exhibitions, such as the popular Chorley Remembers 

exhibition at Astley Hall Coach House. 

My work has been rewarded with Civic Society Awards, Parish Council Awards and 

even an invitation to the Queen’s Garden Party at Buckingham Palace. All that is 

extremely humbling but I like to see it as being a measure of just how interested and 

passionate we all are in our heritage. 

A number of events and displays were planned to acknowledge the 75
th

 anniversaries 

of VE Day and VJ Day in 2020 but these were affected due to the Coronavirus issues. 

Hopefully this brief publication will help raise awareness of our local involvement 

during the war and go a small way towards acknowledging the anniversaries. 

Feel free to contact me if you can add any information to anything mentioned or if 

you would like to ask any specific questions about the subject. 
 

My local history books include: 
 

The Bolton to Blackpool Dance Trains 

The Chorley & District Spitfire  

HMS ‘Ursula’ – The Chorley & District Submarine  

In Memoriam – Military Memorials and Graves (Borough of Chorley) 

Euxton CE Primary School- Golden Jubilee 

Euxton – Then & Now 

Euxton Remembers 

“Pals on Parade” (WW1 Brass music CD with Leyland Band) 

ROF Chorley: 80
th

 Anniversary 
 

Please join, enjoy and share my Facebook groups: 
 

Euxton Then & Now             ROF Chorley (Buckshaw Village) 

Chorley & District in World War Two 
 

      
saclewlow@yahoo.com    07866 925602      @StuartAClewlow 

 

mailto:saclewlow@yahoo.com

