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President Stephen Ward
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No meetings at present, but go and see the Virtual Branch at http://www.lfhhschorleybranch.com/lfhhs-chorley-virtual-branch.html
President Stephen Ward
Stories wanted for September edition of the Newsletter. Send to wenpratt72@gmail.com
What’s Free
The National Archives
We are making digital records available on our website free of charge for as long as our Kew site is closed to visitors. Registered users will be able to order
and download up to ten items at a time, to a maximum of 50 items over 30 days. The limits are there to try and help manage the demand for content and
ensure the availability of our digital services for everyone.

https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/

Free UK Genealogy provides free, online access to family history records. We work with a team of dedicated volunteers to
create high-quality transcriptions of public records from governmental sources, parish churches, and other trusted
institutions. We believe that Open Data and Open Source are key to making and keeping public records accessible to all. We
work with others with the same concerns.
Free BMD. Free Census and Free Reg
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Virtual Branch Meeting
On 16th July 2020 The Virtual meeting included a talk by Ron Chapman about his Thornton family called the search for Grandad you big fibber. You can see
the talk if you go to https://www.lfhhschorleybranch.com/online-branch-meetings.html
Is this true? See Ron’s talk
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Bandits, Brigands and Buccaneers - by Paul G Pratt
Heroes, it’s been said, are little more than ordinary people caught up in extraordinary times and events, but many
family historians would, I guess, like to find a particularly romantic or heroic ancestor in the genealogical closet.
We might also be pleased to discover, hiding in the same closet, rogues and villains or other novel characters who
can spice up what may sometimes be a rather dull family history.
I am often impressed by the so-called ordinary lives of many of our ancestors, but I’m no exception in the search for
interest. Perhaps it comes from having travelled or from being inquisitive about other cultures. Maybe it’s just a
fertile imagination, or maybe it’s just the romantic in me?
In any event over the past few years, while researching my grandfather’s beginnings in colonial Jamaica and learning that his mother’s family
had been established on the island since Cromwellian times, I was intrigued to discover documentary evidence about the problems of pirates
faced by my ancestors.
Searching rather casually, as you do, through 17th-century records a few years ago at the public records office, I was thrilled to come up with
documents relating to pirate attacks on my 10th great grandfather, Captain Richard Davis’ plantation on the north coast of Jamaica.

The more we searched, the more we unearthed, and we ended up with three depositions about such piracy that have been presented in parliament
before King Charles the second with instructions to “double the guard” which was sent to Jamaica’s governor.
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Memories of reading Stevenson’s Treasure Island as a boy and seeing the classic Robert Newton film version as well as old Errol Flynn movies
like Captain Blood surged through me. I read up on piracy in the West Indies and simultaneously made contact with a distant cousin in Florida,
whose colonial ancestry was tied into mine. He wrote that another cousin had received, back in 1970, from archaeologist Charles Cotter of
Jamaica, an except from an old history of Caribbean piracy that made reference to a John Davis whose father had served in the Cromwellian
expedition that brought Jamaica into the Commonwealth. The old history was Alexander Olivier Equemelin’s “Buccaneers of America”
published in Dutch in 1678.
Being in the book trade it was quite easy for me to find out if the book was still in print. I had strong doubts, but an obscure specialist publisher
in New Mexico had in 1992, just re- printed the second edition of 1684, which I quickly ordered. Equemelin’s account of John Davies was in
accordance with Cotters remarks.
John Davies was born in Jamaica in 1657, two years after the conquering British expedition brought his father to the West Indies and, as a young
man, worked at carpentry. While he was serving as a ships carpenter on a buccaneer vessel, all his officers were killed. He took over command
and returned to Jamaica with a considerable prize. The planters of Saint Ann, where his family eked out a living, no doubt thinking of their own
protection, gave Davis command of the ship and launched him on a very profitable career as a pirate.
Because of the foresight and daring displayed during an assault in New Granada, Exquemelin considered Davies an exceptional individual,
particularly in the way he treated his men, his captives and the booty he won.
Davis cruised the Gulf of Pocatauro, in the southern Caribbean for some weeks, hoping to seize upon ships carrying silver from Columbia to
Nicaragua but, as none came by, he determined to land with a raiding party in Nicaragua. With 80 of his 90 men and under cover of night, he
rode into the river mouth and upstream towards the city. Hiding by day in thick tropical undergrowth that hung low over the banks of the river,
they came upon the city on the third night. When they spoke in Spanish, the guard on sentry duty mistook them for fisherman, failed to raise the
alarm and got himself killed. Encouraged by this, the pirates went directly to three or four houses of prominent citizen where, knocking as
though they were gentlemen rather than pirates, they gain easy access to rob the gullible host of everything of value. Churches were pillaged
without respect, and a warning cry, carried by those who had escaped the assailants, urgently went through the dusty streets. The whole town
was soon in an uproar, but while the able-bodied tried to organise their defence, John Davis and his band, with a treasure worth over 50,000
pieces of eight, escape back to the ship, where they quickly set sail for Jamaica.
Davies was elected Admiral of seven or eight pirate ships and having soon wasted their Nicaraguan prize immediately set sail for Cuba.
Rumours of a Spanish fleet failed to materialise, so they sailed further north where, once again, Davies lead a land party to pillage and ransack a
small city of Saint Augustine, on the north-east coast of Florida.
Davies and his fleet later sailed around the treacherous Cape Horn, sacking various towns and villages along the coast of Chile and Peru, even
capturing Guayaquil, the chief port of Ecuador!
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Held in high esteem for his quiet, capable of leadership, John Davis knew how to win and hold the confidence
of his men Unlike the more notorious Blackbeard, Edward Teach, or the earlier French pirate L’Olonnais,
Davis did not resort to cruelty or terrorism to achieve his goals. He probably did not even think of himself as a
pirate or a criminal. He was a man of intelligence who made of himself a philosophy, which suited his needs.
He saw nothing remiss in robbing Spaniards. Had he not seen many of his own countrymen honoured and
knighted for such things? Henry Morgan, for example, one of the greatest pirates of all, was made ‘custos’ or
Lord Lieutenant, of Port Royal, a judge of the court of vice Admiralty, was knighted and given the
governorship of Jamaica! Perhaps this was justification enough?
After 20 years, John Davis settled in Jamaica as a wealthy man and the owner of a number of estates in St Ann. This property was inherited by
his descendants and remained with the family, or its offshoots, until the 1950s, when the last plantation, where my grandfather was born, was
sold to Lord Brownlow who, in turn, sold it to the Jamaican government. John Davis “surrendered to his Majesty’s mercy” by accepting the
amnesty offered to all pirates by King James II.
He went over to Virginia, where he settled down to a life of ease, awaiting, possibly, a good chance to go back to the Cocos islands, north of
Guayaquil, where, it was rumoured, he had buried a large cash of treasure. He started out on this voyage in 1702 in a small vessel called the
Blessing. Pirated along the coast as far as Portobello in modern Panama, where he made a fruitless attack and disappeared from the world of
men.
Whether he was killed during the skirmish, or drowned while escaping once again, or whether one of the many hurricanes that assaulted the
Caribbean took his ship, I do not know. Yet how exciting it is to know something of the rather different lives of ancestors so far back, and how
rewarding it can be to make contact with living but distant cousins who, more often perhaps than we allow, have a wonderful chapter is to add to
our family histories.
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What are the names of the Liverbirds on the Royal Liver Building, Liverpool?
I once was lost, but now am found is a lyric from which hymn by John Newton?
What was the original name of the TV soap, Coronation Street (It was changed before the first
transmission in 1960)
Princess Anne was christened with four names, including Anne. Give two of the other three.
I have leaves and branches but no bark, I have many spines but no legs. What am I?
In golf, what term is given to completing a hole in two under par?
What is the link between a type of seat and a historical empire?
Who was Humphrey Bogart's female co-star in the 1942 film Casablanca?
According to the 2019 World Happiness Report which country was ranked the happiest in the world?
The Vespa scooter achieved fame when used by Audrey Hepburn in the 1953 film Roman Holiday, but
what does vespa mean in Italian?
What would you find in the middle of Toronto?
How many umpires officiate at a netball match?
Who is the only US president NOT to have been elected to the office of either President or Vice-President?
Which is the oldest operating horse racing course in the world?
Billionaire Boy, Gangsta Granny and Ratburger are children's books by which Little Britain star?
The latin translation of which children's book became a New York Times best seller in 1960?
What is first forename given to Boris Johnson at birth?
What word in English is pronounced the same if you take away four of its five letters?
In which Alexandre Dumas novel does Milady de Winter appear?
On what New York island is the United Nations Headquarters located?
Which small thin sausage gets its name from the Italian for "made with onions"?
Who wrote Only Fools and Horses?
Which nun presented a BBC series of documentaries on the history of art?
What is the capital of Latvia?
What is the common factor between one of the Queen's granddaughters and a retail brand?
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What’s New
Findmypast
Hampshire births marriages and Burials
The parishes added in this latest update are:
•

Crondall, All Saints from 1569-1812

•

Birth marriages Ewshott, St Mary from 1886-1912

•

Farnborough, St Peter from 1584-1912

•

Fleet, All Saints from 1863-1912

•

Headley, All Saints from 1540-1795

Rowledge, St James from 1871-1912
Burials marriages Crookham, Christ Church from 1842-1938
Marriages only
Cove, St John from 1917-1933
Grayshott, St Luke from 1901-1933
Hawley, Holy Trinity from 1839-1915
Minley, St Andrew from 1871-1933
South Farnborough, St Mark from 1906-1933
Ancestry
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New and Updated
NEWWestminster, London, England, Church of England Deaths and
Burials, 1812-1910
NEWWestminster, London, England, Church of England Baptisms,
Marriages and Burials, 1558-1812
UPDATEDUK and Ireland, Find A Grave Index, 1300s-Current
NEWWestminster, London, England, Church of England Births and
Baptisms, 1813-1919
NEWWestminster, London, England, Church of England Marriages and
Banns, 1754-1935
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30/07/2020
30/07/2020
30/07/2020
30/07/2020

FamilySearch
England England, Cumbria Parish Registers, 1538-1990

23,236

England

England, Derbyshire, Church of England Parish Registers,
1537-1918

2,218

England

England, Gloucestershire Non-Conformist Church Records,
1642-1996

78

England England, Herefordshire Bishop’s Transcripts, 1583-1898

16,557

England England, Isle of Wight Parish Registers, 1538-1983

10,698

England

England, Lancashire Non-Conformist Church Records, 1647131,055
1996

England England, Middlesex Parish Registers, 1539-1988

231,368

England

England, Northumberland Non-Conformist Church Records,
1613-1920

1,186

England

England, Yorkshire Marriage Bonds and Allegations, 16131887

1176

The Genealogist

2 Million New RAF Records
10th July 2020
We have added over 85,500 individuals to our Parish Records for Worcestershire in association with Malvern Family History Society.
We have added a set of new resources which can be used to find ancestors who lived in Australia in the past. These name rich resources are sourced from a
diverse range of historic books and directories which can be useful for finding out information such as where ancestors lived and what their occupations
were.
We have just released the records of over 33,000 individuals for the Hounslow area into our property ownership and occupancy record set: The Lloyd
George Domesday Survey.
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MyHeritage
Try MyHeritage In Color™ now
Photos provide a unique view into the lives of our ancestors and relatives, but viewing them in black and white places them at a certain distance. Viewing
the same images in color brings them to life like nothing else can. Colorized historical photos can spark interest in the past, and help us relate more
personally to events and people from times gone by. It allows us to view these photographs in an entirely new way, giving us new perspectives on the
people and places who made us who we are today.
Imagine seeing your grandparents’ wedding photo in color for the first time, or noticing the small details portraying life on the streets of New York a
hundred years ago. When you view the colorized images next to the original black and white photos, you’ll be amazed by the difference.

What’s On
20th August 2020 Virtual meeting on Zoom with a presentation called ‘I’m Addicted to Crime’ by Megan at 7.30pm
3rd September 2020 Another Quiz night with Bernard on Zoom starting at 7.30pm
Society of Genealogists
More information about our online talks can be found on the Bookings page of our website http://www.sog.org.uk/books-courses/eventscourses/category/online-talks/ further information about when events onsite are likely to resume will be announced in due course, but we will continue
run online talks after our premises reopen.
13/08/2020 £10.00: 1169 and all That: Irelands Tumultuous History. 14:00 - 15:00
15/08/2020. £20.00: Evidence of Migration in the 1800s using Local Records 10:30 - 13:00
19/08/2020£0.00: Lunchtime Chat: What have you found in your Family History During Lockdown? 14:00 - 15:00
22/08/2020 £10.00: Medicine at Sea: Poxed & Scurvied. 10:30 - 11:30
22/08/2020 £10.00: Dead and Buried, Not Forgotten: Churchyards, Cemeteries and their Records 16:00 - 17:00
26/08/2020 £10.00: Voting Records for Genealogists 1699-1969: Online & Archive Sources at SoG and Elsewhere 14:00 - 15:00
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Have you seen our website yet?
Designed as a virtual branch to make up for not meeting in person!!!

Look what’s on offer!!!!
https://www.lfhhschorleybranch.com/lfhhs-chorley-virtual-branch-all.html
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What’s needed
Programme Secretary - The branch needs a new Programme secretary to
develop a programme for 2020-21. Any skills members can oﬀer or ideas for meetings are welcome.
Speakers Any suggestions for good speakers would be appreciated. Any good online articles or talks to add to our virtual site would
be appreciated.
Sales Person
To purchase and control the sale of the acid free materials at the Centre.
Volunteers at the Research Centre
More helpers are needed to man the Chorley Family History Research Centre when it reopens.
Projects-Chorley Guardian Military Project
The information includes all kinds of events, even marriages and the birth of
children. These need to be indexed so they can be used more widely. You can work on batches at home.
Anyone able to index or edit images for this project, please contact Ron Chapman. (on hold at present)

Branch Chairman: Pauline Chapman
Branch Secretary & Webmaster: Steve Williams chorleysecretary@aol.com
Tel: 01257 262028
Branch Website: www.lfhhschorleybranch.com
General Enquiries chorleyinfo@lfhhs.org.uk
LFHHS Chorley Family History Research Centre. (Closed at present)
Website www.cfhrc.com
Appointments If open 01257 231600 If closed 01257 262028
Centre Manager: Sheila Gibbons: Email: chorleyresearch@aol.co.uk
Email for business regarding the Centre: sheilaresearchcentre@aol.co.uk
Opening Times:
Mon, Wed and Fri 10a.m– 4pm 2nd and 3rd Sat Noon-4pm
LFHHS Oswaldtwistle Resource & Research Centre. (Closed at present)
2 Straits, Oswaldtwistle BB5 3LU 01254 239919
Answers to quiz below
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Answers to Quiz
1.
Bella and Bertie (each 18 feet high)
2.
3.

Amazing Grace

4.
5.
6.
7.

Elizabeth, Alice, Louise
A Library
An Eagle

Florizel Street.

Ottoman
8.
9.

NOTES
Bertie faces inland (to check when the pubs are open) and
Bella out to sea (to check the arrival of handsome sailors) but
in reality they were designed to watch over the city (our
people) and the sea (our prosperity)
Tony Warren, the creator of Coronation Street originally
wanted Florizel Street, after the character in Shakespeare's A
Winter'sTale. He had a picture of Florizel on his office wall.

A low upholstered seat without a back or arms that typically
serves also as a box, with the seat hinged to form a lid. The
Ottoman(Turkish) Empire was from the late 13th century until
the end of World War I

Ingrid Bergman
Finland

10.
11.
12.
13.

Wasp
The letter "o"
Two

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

Chester Race Course (1539)
David Walliams
Winnie the Pooh
Alexander
Q ueue
The Three Musketeers
Manhatten
Chipolata
John Sullivan

24.
25.

Riga

Gerald Ford

Sister Wendy
Both share the name Zara

The World Happiness Report is an annual publication of
the United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions
Network. It contains articles, and rankings of
national happiness based on respondent ratings of their own
lives, which the report also correlates with various life factors

1973. Vice-President Spiro Agnew resigned, Richord Nixon
appointed Senator Ford as Vice-President. Nixon resigned
and Ford automatically became President

Winnie Ille Pu
Alexander Boris de Pfeffel Johnson

Wendy Mary Beckett (25 February 1930 – 26 December
2018
Zara Tindale (nee Phillips), daughter of Princes Anne. Zara is
a multinational retail brand.
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