Chorley & District in

world war one:
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By Stuart A. Clewlow, FRHistS
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Introduction
“For that was Festubert Day,
which for Chorley should still have special remembrance.”
So wrote George Birtill in 1970, former Editor of the Chorley
Guardian, in his book, “The Field of Churls”. The story of the
Chorley ‘Terriers’ at the Battle of Festubert, which saw the
first large scale loss of life from the town at that point in the
war, has all but been forgotten until recent years.
The original World War One Chorley ‘Terriers’ were volunteer
soldiers from the Borough who served together in two
companies of the 4th Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire
Regiment. At the beginning of the war they volunteered (even
though they were not at that time obliged) to fight in action
abroad. They volunteered at a time when it was believed a
conflict of open warfare would be over by Christmas 1914.
Sadly, we know that wasn’t to be.
In recent years local involvement during World War One has
been epitomised by the actions of the Chorley ‘Pals’ (East
Lancashire Regiment). However, as we are all aware, thousands
more local men and women served their country, and many
were killed in action serving in all branches of the Armed
Forces. It has been largely forgotten that the ‘Pals’ were not
the first local band of brothers from Chorley & District to
fight and die in action. Before them went the ‘Terriers’ and
this is a brief insight into their story.
Stuart A. Clewlow.
April 2020.
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An Early History
Since their formation in 1908, the term ‘Terrier’ was an
affectionate informal name for the Territorial Soldier. It was
not a local or even regional nickname but was used nationally to
all those who volunteered their time to act as a reserve force
for the Regular Army, replacing the Victorian system of local
Militia units.
The original Chorley ‘Terriers’ served within two companies, ‘G’
and ‘H’, of the 4th Battalion, The Loyal North Lancashire
Regiment. They were based at the Rifle Barracks on
Devonshire Road, Chorley.

Above: The Rifle Barracks, latterly the Drill Hall, and it remains today on
Devonshire Road, as the Army Reserve Centre.
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The recruiting headquarters for the 4th Battalion was at
Preston. The 4th mainly recruited men living or enlisting in
Preston, Bolton, Blackburn, Bury, Darwen, and Chorley.
Detachments of the Battalion were formed and around the
county and operated as local companies such as Leyland,
Horwich and Chorley.
Before the war, the Territorial scheme had not produced a
full complement of Officers and men. Although they were keen
and committed, they faced ridicule for the amount of time
they gave up and that more often than not, the service left
them out of pocket.

Above: One of the Recruitment Offices that set up in Chorley after the ‘Terriers’
had left the town. Recruitment and propaganda posters were put up in the window
to encourage more people to join up and do their bit.
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Going to War
With the declaration of war on 4th August 1914, the Battalion
(which was on camp at Kirkby Lonsdale) was hurriedly recalled
to Preston. Under the command of Major Hindle (son of the
Mayor of Chorley), about 130 men arrived back in Chorley to
assist in recruiting enough men to bring the battalion up to
fighting strength. Recruitment posters were put up, calls were
made for ex-soldiers and reservists to enlist, and even the
Town Crier took to the streets calling for able and
experienced men to enlist.
Eventually 247 men, including 5 officers answered the call and
were reported as being a sight to behold for the Mayor
Alderman R. Hindle and seven members of the town council
who had arrived to witness the hive of activity at the
Devonshire Road Drill Hall.
Three cheers were given separately for the King, the Queen
and the Queen Mother, after which the national anthem was
sung. The five officers then stood to have a group photograph.
Although the men’s kit and equipment were loaded onto trains,
the men were to march on foot to Preston.
Large crowds gathered on Gillibrand Street and Market
Street. Rain began to fall as the men marched out of the town
centre, along Preston Road, and through Whittle-le-Woods.
Regardless of the weather, spectators continued to gather
and cheered enthusiastically for the men – their heroes.
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The Chorley ‘Terriers’ formed up inside the Drill Hall on Devonshire Road, before
marching off to Preston to volunteer for active service abroad.
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The men signed a Roll of Volunteers in the Public Hall at
Preston and almost without exception, they volunteered to
serve abroad. On that same day, the men paraded in Preston
Market Square and handed over the Battalion Colours to the
Mayor.
Left:
The Volunteer roll, which
was signed by the men of
the Chorley ‘Terriers’ at
Preston.
This now resides with the
Lancashire Archives.

Below:
A close up of the page
signed by ‘G’ (Chorley)
Company.

Overleaf:
One of two pages from the
roll, signed by the men of
‘G’ (Chorley) Company.

8

9

A change to the Battalion infrastructure came in February
1915, when the 8 Company formation (A to H) was reorganised
in accordance with a War Office directive to bring the
Territorial Battalions in line with the four Company system (A
to D) operated by the Regular Army. It was at this point that
the two titular companies of the Chorley ‘Terriers’ was lost.
From now on the term Chorley ‘Terrier’ came to be used in the
local newspapers and records to define any man from the area
serving in a Territorial Battalion of the Army.
The Battalion was sent to Oxted in March 1915. They
continued with war preparations and exercises included digging
sections of London defences. Only days later in April, they
were told that they were to head to Bedford and prepare
themselves for being sent to France the following month.

Cap badge
of the
Loyal North
Lancashire
Regiment.
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On the Western Front

The Battalion first entered the front-line trenches on the
25th May and within a week suffered their first casualties
with one man killed and two injured by shelling.
The 1st/4th Battalion were on the move again on the 9th June.
They were sent up the trenches along the Rue de Bois and Rue
de L’Epinette, through Festubert village and down Le Quinque
Rue to relieve the 1st/7th Battalion Black Watch.
Meanwhile, back in Chorley, there was still a great enthusiasm
for the war effort amongst the public. During a recruitment
drive for a further 100 men from Chorley to join the
Territorials, the Mayor presided over a large demonstration at
Chorley Town Hall. A selection of tunes was played by the
North Lancashire (Chorley) Band.
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Battle of Festubert
“Festubert was the most badly smashed village we had yet
seen- there were remnants of barricades still standing in
the streets, most of the houses were heavily sandbagged,
and some had barbed wire round them.” 1st/4th Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, Battalion War History

Festubert lies to the
west of Béthune in
northern France.
The landscape about
the village is broken
by ditches lined by
pollard willows
amongst which once
wove the British
trench system. To
the east, the spire of
the church at
Violaines is just
visible above a slight
ridge. The objective
for the 1st/4th Loyal
North Regiment was
a string of shelled
houses between the
two villages along Rue
d’Ouvert.
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The attack from Festubert began at 6pm on 15th June 1915
following a British bombardment that had been sustained over
a period of 48 hours. ‘C’ Company charged and secured the
opposing German trenches within three minutes. ‘B’ Company
became ensnared in a deeply wired trench. Intense fire
caused many casualties for ‘A’ and ‘D’ Companies, particularly
where they came upon uncut wire. Many Chorley men were in
‘D’ Company which was reinforcing the left of the line.

Above: An Artist’s impression of the Battle of Festubert.
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“They entered enemy trenches but there was considerable
opposition from Germans in deep dug-outs, using grenades.
A great many Officers were killed.
The Loyal North Lancashires and Cameronians fought on in
the dark, while the King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment
and the Liverpool Irish came forward.
A bombing party went along a sap which followed a natural
ditch into German territory, where there was much
confusion, with Germans calling “Come on the King’s Own”
and “This way the Loyals.” Chorley & District Weekly News 19th June 1915

The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment withdrew at 5am on the
following morning. At the roll call at Le Touret only 243 men
answered their names and 431 were killed, wounded or missing.
This was arguably Chorley’s worst day of the war.

Above: A battlefield burial.
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News Reaches Home
‘The Pride of Chorley’
“During the past week every day has brought fresh
evidence of what the local Territorials did in the action of
June 15th and 16th. Unfortunately, the casualty list grows,
and we have to record in our columns an increasing number
of killed and wounded. There is a heavy pall lying over the
district by these sad losses, and in many streets a familiar
face has gone for ever. The aching hearts are many, but
the sweet sadness that is defused is a beautiful
consolation, raising thought and sentiment to great heights.
The pride which we feel at the action by the local
Territorials cannot but increase the admiration we have for
those who have so willingly sacrificed of their best.” Chorley Guardian - 3rd July 1915.

The ‘Terriers’ were the talk of the town within a week of Festubert. However, the
people of Chorley were made aware of the sacrifice that was made.
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Such was the emotion stirred up by the actions of Festubert,
it was used on recruitment posters in late 1915.
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“The local Territorials of the 4th Loyal North Lancashire
Regiment have crowned themselves with undying fame and
glory by their fearless and undaunted courage in the action
of June 15th. No story of heroism could be so thrilling as
theirs and their bravery was in full accord with the whole
traditions of the British race.
Through a hail of bullets they sped on with fixed bayonets
to exterminate the enemy. Under the deadly fire of the
German machine guns our men advanced, heedless of the
certain danger that beset them.
They knew no fear and were only conscious of their object,
to occupy the German trenches. They succeeded in their
designs, but at what cost!
Men who have moved amongst us for years were killed and
wounded in great numbers. The price paid for the great
offensive movement was terrible in the extreme, and today
many a heart is aching over the loss of a loved one.
But the local Territorials acquitted themselves like men and
were strong when the occasion demanded. How can men die
better than for honourable protection of their hearths and
homes! It is a consolation which should lighten heavily laden
souls, for the call of duty is one of the greatest calls of
life. Happily, the list of killed is not great when compared
with the terrific onslaught that was encountered.
The casualty list is, however, heavy enough and we know,
only to our sorrow what a great world war means.
To maintain the great and glorious example of the 4th Loyal
North Lancashire Regiment should be the aim of every man
in Chorley and District who is fit and able to bear arms.” Chorley Guardian - June 1915.
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Below is a transcript of a letter, which was submitted to the
Chorley Guardian by the Mayor of Chorley on 24th June 1915:
Sir,
I shall be much obliged if you will convey to the relatives
and friends of the soldiers of the 4th Battalion, Loyal
North Lancashire Regiment who have fallen in defence of
their country, the deep and respectful sympathy of all the
inhabitants of Chorley and neighbourhood, for whom I
venture to be spokesman.
Many hearts are filled with sorrow, and many eyes with
tears, as we read and hear the reports of the fierce and
terrible attack so gallantly made by our fellow townsmen,
and the heavy losses incurred.
My son, who has the honour of commanding the Battalion
has informed me that the men behaved “magnificently”,
and that the Brigadier-General has warmly commended the
manner in which the men carried through the attack. We
were proud last autumn when our Territorials waived their
right of remaining in the country for home defence, but we
are still prouder when we hear of their fearlessness and
bravery when they were called into action.
We trust that it will be of some comfort to those who
have lost their dearest and their best that we all share
their sorrow, and that the memory of those gallant
soldiers, who have laid down their lives to maintain the
honour and liberty of our beloved country, and to save our
women and children from violence and outrage, will be long
enshrined in our hearts, and will be an urgent call upon
others to follow their noble example and fight like they
did, for God and our country, for Liberty and Freedom.
Ralph Hindle, Mayor.
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After Festubert

After the loss
of a loved one
during the war,
the Government
issued the nextof-kin with a
memorial scroll
for them to
proudly display,
as a small
tribute of their
service.
Along with this,
the next-of-kin
would also
receive a
memorial plaque
and in time,
would be issued
with the medals
their loved one
had earned
during the
conflict.
The casualties incurred amongst men from Chorley & District
at the Battle of Festubert (and ensuing weeks as some
succumbed their wounds) was second only to the Battle of the
Somme in 1916.
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The story of the Chorley ‘Terriers’ didn’t end at Festubert.
They continued to fight throughout the war and the Battalion
went on to earn the following Battle Honours:
Somme: July 1916
Guillemont: 8th August 1916
Delville Wood: September 1916
Ypres: October 1916 – July 1917
Battle of the Menin Road: September 1917
Cambrai (Guillemont Farm): 25th Sept 1917 – 6th Dec 1917
Givenchy (Festubert area): April 1918

An example of the medal trio earned by the original Chorley ‘Terriers’ during
World War One: the 1914-15 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal.
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One will struggle to find the Battle of Festubert on major
timelines of World War One. The battle was the first major
battle of the war that saw members of an entire community
engaged in fighting and dying side by side. Chorley and District
felt a huge sense of communal loss once the reports of
Festubert made their way back to England.
Many families added inscriptions to their family headstones in
the local cemetery and church yards in honour of their lost
loved ones. They could not visit their grave side and so for
many, this gave them a place to grieve and honour them until
after the war and erection of war memorials.
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After the war, veterans of the Chorley ‘Terriers’ were
amongst many who proudly paraded at the original unveiling of
Chorley War Memorial in 1919. The memorial was erected near
to Astley Hall and rebuilt in its current location in 1924.

The veterans of the Loyal
North Lancashire Regiment,
formed an Association after
the war. One of the four
branches was ‘Chorley’ and
they used the Borough coat
of arms as the design for
their lapel badge; of which,
only 200 were made. The
other branches were Bolton,
Hindley and Preston.
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Honouring the ‘Terriers’

The purpose of this brief publication was to highlight the
‘original’ band of brothers from Chorley in World War One and
their heroic deeds at the Battle of Festubert.
As only a brief summary of the Chorley ‘Terriers’, it would be
doing them an injustice to focus on individuals with their own
biographies. Each and everyone one of them deserve their own
dedication. However, their lives have been researched for
years by a dedicated few and hopefully the results can form
the basis of a more thorough book in the near future.
The story of the Chorley ‘Terriers’ became overshadowed by
that of the ‘Pals’ and the subsequent actions of the war. They
certainly seemed to have slipped further into the history
books after World War Two. However, the centenary of the
Battle of Festubert gave cause to remind the people of
Chorley and District of their actions.

A project by the schools of Chorley and District, resulted in a display at
Astley Hall Farmhouse in honour of the Chorley ‘Terriers’.
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Dennis Godsmark (above left) and Lilly Hope (below centre, with members of
Eccleston St. Mary’s Primary School) visited the Chorley ‘Terriers’ exhibition and
saw the displays in honour of their respective fathers.
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To coincide with the school’s project, I had the privilege of
writing a Chorley ‘Terriers’ supplement for the Chorley
Guardian. It was a fitting tribute that the newspaper that
reported their actions in 1915, honoured their memory a
century later.
To further the awareness which was generated by the Chorley
and District schools project, a plaque in honour of the Chorley
‘Terriers’, was commissioned by the Chorley Pals Trust and
erected at the Drill Hall on Devonshire Road in 2018.
The Trust was responsible for the Chorley ‘Pals’ Statue and
memorial on the Flat Iron Car Park in Chorley and also oversaw
the highly popular Chorley Remembers Exhibition in the Coach
House of Astley Hall. The exhibition which closed in 2018 was
visited by thousands of people from around the world. The
story of the Chorley ‘Terriers’ was included in the exhibition
and quite a number of their medals, photographs and military
artefacts were on display.

The Chorley Remembers exhibition.
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Descendants of the Chorley ‘Terriers’ were special guests at this reconstruction of
the Chorley ‘Terriers’ parade (see page 7) on the day of the plaque unveiling.
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The Garden of Reflection Project
Chorley’s Garden of Reflection, which was funded by the
Armed Forces Community Covenant Grant Scheme, was
commissioned to provide a lasting memorial to the men and
women of Chorley Borough who served during World War One
and an acknowledgment to the centenary of the end of the
conflict. The war memorials that already exist across the
Borough come in all sorts of shapes and sizes, with none being
the same as another.
Created by multi-award-winning Garden Designer John Everiss,
the garden has been sympathetically designed in such a way as
to make a positive impact within the Walled Garden area of
Astley Park, whilst not detracting from the heritage of the
site. The area centres around a performance stage and with
the beauty of Astley Hall as a backdrop, the scene is set for
people to sit and contemplate, reflect, learn or be entertained.
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Life in the trenches has come to epitomise our perception of
World War One and so, it heavily influenced the design of the
garden. However, as with most communities across the
country, the Borough of Chorley did in fact have
representatives serving in the Royal Navy, Army, Royal Flying
Corps/Royal Air Force and in countless other supporting roles.
Far from glorifying or celebrating conflict, the Garden of
Reflection commemorates the lives of all those from Chorley
Borough who were a part of it.
John explained that, “The flooring is constructed from
millboard similar to the duck boards found in the trenches.
The dry-stone walls are constructed from local sandstone, to
replicate many of the local mills where the men and women who
joined up would have made a living. The performance building
with its giant timbers and steel roof covered by grasses evoke
life in the trenches and dugouts. Also, if you look closely you
will find small pieces of flint and brick, sourced from the
Somme where our local Soldiers fought and died. In addition,
as a tangible, touchable link to the conflict actual battlefield
relics from the Somme and Festubert are embedded in to the
wall.”
It was apparent from the start that the project had a great
educational potential which would enrich the message
delivered by the garden itself. As a result, the Garden of
Reflection has been enhanced by the production of a video
documentary which explores the design process, follows field
research across the battlefields and cemeteries in France,
provides a social history aspect and of course, includes the
development and construction of the garden.
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It was an absolute privilege to travel the battlefields and
cemeteries of Festubert, Serre, Bethune, Amiens and the
grand Thiepval Memorial to the Missing with John, Sculptor
Thompson Dagnall and film maker Keith Craig. Battlefield
relics, flint and other stone was collected for inclusion in the
garden and along the way we filmed in locations which were all
relevant to the service personnel from our district. Wreaths
were lay on behalf of the people from Chorley Borough and one
very special wreath was lay on behalf of local lady 105-yearold (in April 2020) Mrs Lily Hope, whose father was killed in
action in 1915. It was also a great opportunity to take a dozen
or so medals from my collection to the memorials and
cemeteries, to reunite them with the Chorley borough men
who did not live to receive them.

Stuart Clewlow with Lily Hope, after writing her tribute to her late Father,
who was one of the original Chorley ‘Terriers’.
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Although the Garden of Reflection is not specifically a
memorial to the Chorley ‘Terriers’, it was a great opportunity
for their story to be told and for them to influence the design
of a memorial to honour all the service people from the
Borough of Chorley.
I had the privilege of writing the interpretation board that
stands in front of the garden. With the supporting online
documentary, you will be left in little doubt that the Garden of
Reflection is a most fitting and poignant addition to Astley
Hall & Park. After all, the estate itself was gifted to the
people of Chorley and District as a War Memorial, and
officially opened to the public in 1924.
You can find the documentary on Vimeo:
https://vimeo.com/284197128/eeddfe0572
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Presented by Local Historian and Author
Stuart A. Clewlow, FRHistS
Some of my first public displays of local history and military artefacts was back in
1995 to commemorate the 50th Anniversaries of VE Day and VJ Day. Since then I
have been researching and collecting information and artefacts of local importance
and sharing it across our Borough, whether that is in schools, community centres,
public events and temporary exhibitions, such as the popular Chorley Remembers
exhibition at Astley Hall Coach House.
My work has been rewarded with Civic Society Awards, Parish Council Awards and
even an invitation to the Queen’s Garden Party at Buckingham Palace. All that is
extremely humbling, but I like to see it as being a measure of just how interested
and passionate we all are in our heritage.
A number of events and displays were planned to acknowledge the 75th
anniversaries of VE Day and VJ Day in 2020 but these were affected due to the
Coronavirus issues. Hopefully this brief publication will help raise awareness of our
local involvement during the war and go a small way towards acknowledging the
anniversaries.
Feel free to contact me if you can add any information to anything mentioned or if
you would like to ask any specific questions about the subject.
My local history books include:
The Bolton to Blackpool Dance Trains
The Chorley & District Spitfire
HMS ‘Ursula’ – The Chorley & District Submarine
In Memoriam – Military Memorials and Graves (Borough of Chorley)
Euxton CE Primary School- Golden Jubilee
Euxton – Then & Now
Euxton Remembers
“Pals on Parade” (WW1 Brass music CD with Leyland Band)
ROF Chorley: 80th Anniversary
Please join, enjoy and share my Facebook groups:
Euxton Then & Now
ROF Chorley (Buckshaw Village)
Chorley & District in World War Two

saclewlow@yahoo.com 07866 925602
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@StuartAClewlow

