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What’s Free
The National Archives
We are making digital records available on our website free of charge for as long as our Kew site is closed to visitors. Registered users will be able to order
and download up to ten items at a time, to a maximum of 50 items over 30 days. The limits are there to try and help manage the demand for content and
ensure the availability of our digital services for everyone.
https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/
Free UK Genealogy provides free, online access to family history records. We work with a team of dedicated volunteers to create high-quality
transcriptions of public records from governmental sources, parish churches, and other trusted institutions. We believe that Open Data and Open Source
are key to making and keeping public records accessible to all. We work with others with the same concerns.
Free BMD. Free Census and Free Reg

New: Online Genealogy Consultations with Family History Library Experts
How to Sign-up for Online Consultation

Using the https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Family_History_Library_Online_Consultations , guests can schedule specific time slots
in English or Spanish for their 20-minute online consultation. The booking app provides time schedule information in the guest’s own local time to simplify
making the connection across time zones.
Participants are asked to fill out a short survey following their experience to help improve the technological and personal aspects of online consultations.
These improvements will allow further expansion. The one-on-one consultations are expected eventually to reach throughout the world in many
languages.
Virtual Branch Meeting
Bernard Cliffe gave an interesting presentation on Merchant Seamen See https://www.lfhhschorleybranch.com/a-masters-protest.html
He also provided this list of sources and resources.
Merchant Seafarers
Various sources and reference books The National Archive
Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU
Tel: 020 8876 3444
Web: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
Royal Museums Greenwich
National Maritime Museum
Romney Road, Greenwich, London SE10 9NF
Tel: 020 8858 4422
Web: http://www.rmg.co.uk/
Imperial War Museum
Lambeth Road, London SE1 6HZ
Tel: 020 7416 5220

Web: http://www.iwm.org.uk/
The National Archive, The National Maritime Museum and The Imperial War Museum have on-line guides to the maritime records held.
Registry of Shipping and Seamen
MCA, Anchor Court, Ocean Way, Cardiff CF24 5JW
Tel: 029 2044 8800
Web: http://www.mcga.gov.uk/
Merseyside Maritime Museum
Royal Albert Dock, Liverpool L3 4AQ
Tel: 0151 475 4499
Web: https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/merseyside-maritime-museum
Maritime History Archive
Memorial University of Newfoundland
St. John's, Newfoundland, A1C 5S7, Canada
Tel: +1 709 737 8428
Web: www.mun.ca/mha
Several Shipping Companies’ archives are held at museums and/or record offices around the country. For instance:
P&O Archives are held at the National Maritime Museum and has a useful set of guides for family historians. https://www.poheritage.com/
https://www.poheritage.com/our-archive/research-guides
Cunard Archives are held at Liverpool University
https://libguides.liverpool.ac.uk/library/sca/cunardarchive
and at Merseyside Maritime Museum. Southampton City Council also holds Cunard material and photographs https://www.southampton.gov.uk/artsheritage/southampton-archives/
Some useful websites
https://www.genguide.co.uk/source/merchant-navy-crew-lists-agreements/
(has links to further guides)
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_Kingdom,_Merchant_Navy_Seamen_Records_-_FamilySearch_Historical_Records

Find My Past and Ancestry also have guides

Some useful books:
Smith, Kelvin; Watts, Christopher T. and Michael J., Records of Merchant Shipping and Seamen (Richmond, 2001)

Watts, Christopher, My Ancestor was a Merchant Seaman: How Can I Find
Out More About Him? (Society of Genealogists, 2nd edition, London, 2002)

Wills, Simon, Tracing Your
Merchant Navy Ancestors, A
Guide for Family Historians,
(Pen & Sword Books Ltd,
2012)

Virtual Zoom Quiz and Christmas meeting 10th December 2020. Bring your own nibbles and drinks to the Zoom Quiz!
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Christmas in India. – Wendy Pratt
In 1915 My Grandmother, newly married to Douglas Hadow and living in Delhi, was invited to spend Christmas
with her friends Leslie and Colin in Surdaspur, only 21 hours by road. Douglas was a Delhi policeman. They
travelled by Rail and these are her diary and letter entries about the experience.
Wednesday 23rd December 1914
Had to change carriages at Ambala at 4:30am and waited on platform for an hour and a half. Bitterly cold.
Arrived Amritsar 11:30 where we breakfasted. Arrived Surdaspur for 2:30pm Colin met us. All looking very well
and baby grown very much and just as sweet darling as ever. There was an Xmas tree for her in the afternoon
and in evening we dined at Mr and Mrs Martin and had a very jolly time. The bungalow is very nice and the
view from the back of the snow-capped mountains is perfectly lovely.
Wednesday 23rd December 1914
In the train
My darling Mother,
I’ll start my letter to you now, although I haven’t very much to tell you having written yesterday evening.
Douglas went to see the Viceroy off at 10:15 came back and changed into mufti and we went off to the station
at midnight. The only through carriages to Amritsar was full up when the train came in so we had to get into
and Ambala one and change there. It was horrid having to turn out at 4:30am and to make matters worse the other train was 1 ½ hours late and we
had to wait on the platform all that time as there was no waiting-room. It was bitterly cold and I was thankful to have my fur coat and a thick intumi.
We luckily got a carriage and the bearer managed to get my bags filled with hot water somewhere so with that and my pushtun rug I soon warmed up
and had a good sleep till 830am, when I got up and made Chota Harzree using the Glasscock’s tea basket for the first time. We both felt very grateful to
them as it was such a treat to have good tea and clean cups instead of the horrid stuff one gets at the station. We arrived Amritsar at 11:30am and had
a most unappetising breakfast there. Some of the station restaurants are terribly badly run. Douglas says this one used to be quite celebrated as being
so clean and such excellent food. He was so disgusted today that he wrote a complaint in the book it made the man in charge look rather sick and I
fancy he will have to improve matters or there will be trouble. We were due to leave here at midday, but it is now 12:30pm and we are still here so
we’ll not get to Surdaspur at 2 o’clock.
It was this day two years ago that Lord Harding was bombed. Bad day for him poor man and a bad day for my boy! That day was the beginning of the
Viceroy’s bad luck and he has had nothing but trouble and sorrow ever since. We are off at last, so I needn’t try to write any more as these trains shake
so, when they get up the speed.
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Thursday 24th December 1914
We went through a choir practice in the morning at the little church. In afternoon Mr and Mrs Watson (DC) had a commissioner tennis tournament
which we all played in, and Colin and his partner got second prize. Mr Howell and Mr Sothern came back with us and we had a singsong till nearly 8
o’clock.
Thursday 24th December 1914
Douglas says I can’t have anything to write about as I wrote in the train, but I have told him I could write to you for the next two hours easily if I had
nothing to take me out. We are playing in a tennis tournament very soon so must condense all I want to say as much as possible. We arrived at 2:30pm
yesterday and Colin met us at the station looking remarkably fit. Leslie and baby met us at the gate and had I met the latter alone I don’t believe I’d
have recognised her. She is simply huge for her age and I wish you could hear her chattering Hindustani to Ayah and then English to us. It’s fairly
astonishes me to hear her as it is such a jump from what she was when she left us. I don’t think she
is quite as pretty as she was then, but she is quite chubby pink chucked little darling, with pretty
mischievous eyes. I don’t think I ever saw a child with such twinkle, and she is just bursting with
good spirits and mischief. I had a most diffusive welcome from Ayah and her husband the sweeper!
We arrived just in time to have tiffin and change before the Xmas tree party began. There were
about 12 children and their fathers and
mothers. They had tea first and then Mr
Howell dressed as Santa arrived on an
elephant much to the joy of the kiddies.
He rode round to the back of the house
and was ready to share then in the room
where the tree was when they all tripped
in. Elizabeth was fearfully excited and all
that totties were charmed with their
presents and everything. After the tree
we had a good ramp and then they all
went home, and baby insisted in my
coming in to see her bath. She has quite
adopted her Auntie Kassin again which, as
you can imagine, is great joy to me.
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25th December 1914
Our first Xmas together and such a happy day. Went to church in the morning and in afternoon drove about 15 miles out to have tea with the Kimballs.
The evening lights on the hills where we were coming were exquisite. Mr & Mrs Howell and Mr Sothern dined here and we had a very cheery evening,
singsongs till nearly 12.
Xmas Day
Our thoughts are with you all this morning Mumsey darling and we send you our very fondest and most loving wishes. I wonder what the weather is
like with you? I hope sunny and frosty, as wet grey Xmas is so dreary. This sunshine is lovely here and when we look at the beautiful snow-capped
mountains in the distance it looks quite Xmassy. It is lovely to be able to see the hills from here. They are magnificent and with the evening pink tints
are perfectly beautiful and just make me long to be able to paint. They look very high even from here which is nearly 600 miles away so they must be
wonderful when close-up to them. I think I only got as far as the Xmas tree on Wednesday. That
evening we dined with Mr and Mrs Martineace and had such a jolly time. She is a sister of Miss
Warburton’s and had heard from her that I sang so she sent a message I was to bring music and we
had quite a sing song. Douglas, Mrs Martineace, Mr Howell and I being the artistes! Mr and Mrs
Howell are old friends of Douglas’ so he was very pleased to see them again. Mr Sothern and I had
our choir practice in the little church for today’s service. Mr Howell presiding at the harmonium. We
tried three Psalms and three hymns God save the King and finished up by trying carols in parts.
These went better than anything else and it’s rather a pity we can’t sing them in church today! In the
afternoon we all played in an American tennis tournament at Mr and Mrs Watson (deputy
commissioner) and Colin and his partner came out Second beating my partner and me by one point.
Mr Howell and Mr Sothern came back with us and we sang songs till nearly 8 o’clock when they had
to be forcibly ejected as it was more than time for us to change the dinner!
8 pm I am first dressed for dinner and can scribble you a few more lines. The psalms etc went off quite well this morning. Douglas having lead a choir as
a small boy was a great help to keep us right in the Psalms which I think was most difficult for inexperienced people like me! The hymns were quite
plain sailing for me, and I was able to take the lead.
In the afternoon we went out for run and the funny old car Colin has borrowed, and most ancient Cadillac, which seemed as though it might stop at
any moment and refuse to go on again. However, it took us around for nearly 30 miles and I greatly enjoyed seeing the country around here. We had
tea today with the Kimballs, who are staying at Canal bungalow for the holidays. The bungalow is in the side of the canal in a higher bank and looking
across the canal with the hills in the distance was simply beautiful. I only hope the photograph I took of that may come out, but fear the hills won’t
show up well.
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Saturday 26th December 1914
The man went off after breakfast for a day shooting and had quite a good sport. Leslie and I sat in the Veranda and worked in the morning and in the
afternoon went for a good walk. The hills were even more lovely at sunset than the previous evening as there was a wonderful after show.
Saturday 26th December 1914
We had a most cheerful dinner party, Mr and Mrs Howell and Mr Suthern came and as all are extremely jolly when we drank the health of all our home
folk in Athol Brose. We had a regular home Xmas dinner, Turkey, plum pudding and crackers.
This morning the men set off for a day’s shooting and had quite a good day’s sport. They took food out with them and didn’t get home till six. Leslie
and I spent the morning sitting in the veranda where it was sunny and warm and worked and chatted like magpies. We seem to have such lots to talk
about! In the afternoon we went for a good walk for the sake of our figures as we had had such a huge lunch and tea! Coming home we stopped at Mr
Suthern’s farm (Government agricultural farm) to see them making sugar. There is a most primitive arrangement for squeezing the sugarcane which is
turned by two bollocks going round in a place like our pumphouse and one man in the centre feeding the sugar cane into the press at the other side of
which there was a little spout down which the sugar poured into a tin like
a Kerosene tin. It was too dark to see into the house where they were
boiling it so we are going to go again, as I should like to see that part of it
which, I should imagine, is equally primitive.
Sunday 27th December 1914
We sat out all morning and didn’t afternoon Douglas and I had some
good sets of tennis against Colin and Leslie. Had a jolly romp with Babs
after tea.
Sunday 27th December 1914
We were to have gone for motor drive today, but Puffing Billy went
wrong inside and had to be repaired so we couldn’t go, instead we did a
really good loaf in the morning and in the afternoon, we had four very
good sets of tennis Douglas and I against Leslie and Colin. Colin is better than Douglas so it made a good match and all sets where close. This is really
the first time we have had a good mixed as any of the ladies in Delhi where are very poor and simply spoon-fed Douglas at the net all the time. Colin
was playing very well considering the class of tennis he generally gets here and none of the men are nearly up to his standard.
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Douglas and I have decided to go up to Lahore on Tuesday afternoon and have written to the Denny's asking if they can put us up that night and we'll
leave for Delhi next morning at 7:40 and get Home that night. We all think it would be well for Douglas to take this opportunity to talk to Col. Dennys
about the Delhi billet as, from what he said to Colin he seems to think that Mr Kailey is playing the game with Douglas and it might be a help to have
his advice as to what course should be taken I am very anxious for Douglas to come back to the Punjab no matter whether he is offered either the first
or second billet in Delhi as I think he will have had quite enough of the responsibility there by that time and the pay of the senior billet at any rate for
the first year isn’t enough to tempt him to stay on, so I am rather hoping that Col
Dennys will encourage him to come back to the Punjab. Anyhow it can’t do any
harm to see him and it might do some good, so I am glad we are able to fit it in,
although sorry to have to cut our visit here short even by five hours as we are
having such a happy time. I have been spending the last hour romping with Babs.
She comes into the drawing room and dressing gown for a romp before going to
bed. She has outgrown her dressing gown, so Leslie is greatly looking forward to
getting your nice Xmas present, but I hope you have sent a very large size as she
is huge for her age. I took some snaps of her today and hope they may come out
well as they would give you an idea what she is like now. There is just a faint
possibility that she and Leslie might come home with me in the spring if the war
is still going on, as Colin wouldn’t be able to get the usual time up in the hills and
it would be cheaper and pleasanter for her to come home than to take a house
up at Dalhousie and spend all this summer alone there, however it she can’t
make any plans until later as it is so uncertain what affect the war may have by
then on policeman's leave.
Monday 28th December 1914
Drove about 30 miles to Madrepore where we had a picnic lunch on the banks overlooking the Ravi near the headworks of canal. The view of the hills
from there was exquisite and we were quite near the foothills. Dined with the Howells and had a very jolly evening.
Tuesday 29th December 1914
Left Surdarpur at 12:45. Colin came with us part of the way. Both so sad to leave as we had had such a happy time. Arrived Lahore 4:30pm Colonel and
Mrs Dennys met us at the station and had a chat at tea about Delhi visit. Went to hall for an hour and saw lots of friends there. Mr and Mrs Farquhar,
Mr Mercer and Mr Steed dined at the Dennys and we had music in the evening.
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What’s New
Ancestry
UPDATEDUK and Ireland, Obituary Index, 2004-2019

03/12/2020

NEWWest Midlands, England, Police Files and Ledgers, 1850-1950
NEWWest Midlands, England, Criminal Registers, 1850-1933

13/11/2020
12/11/2020

UPDATEDEngland & Wales, Non-Conformist and Non-Parochial

04/11/2020

UPDATEDUK, World War I Pension Ledgers and Index Cards, 1914-1923

04/11/2020
29/10/2020

Registers, 1567-1936

NEWWeb: UK, Post Office World War I and World War II Memorial Books,

1914-1945

FamilySearch
England

England, Cambridgeshire Bishop’s Transcripts, 1538-1983

49,340

Added indexed records to an existing collection

England

England, Essex Non-Conformist Church Records, 1613-1971

21,474

Added indexed records to an existing collection

England

England, Herefordshire Bishop’s Transcripts, 1583-1898

19,184

Added indexed records to an existing collection

England

England, Middlesex Parish Registers, 1539-1988

37,529

Added indexed records to an existing collection

FindMyPast
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-Records/scotland-monumental-inscription
Exclusive to Findmypast, we’ve added over 600,000 records to this important collection, making it the largest of its kind online.
Spanning 1,000 years of Scottish history, the collection now covers over 800 burial grounds across every county in the country.
British Armed Forces, First World War Soldiers' Medical Records
We’ve added more records to this important collection. Discover the names of injured soldiers, their military details and where they were treated.
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The Genealogist
New Education Records Released 4th December 2020
We've released more College and University registers into our expanding Educational Records, adding a quarter of a million additional individuals. This
release includes records from England, Scotland, Ireland, The Netherlands, New Zealand and even a college from Portugal.

What’s On
Categories Online Events
Date: Sat 12 Dec 2020
Duration:1 hour 50 minutes
Price:£16.00
Places remaining:55
The history and rules leading governing a church or civil marriage and the problems caused by marital breakdown are always a challenge to
genealogists. Finding a marriage is one of the commonest problems for family historians and this tutorial will help identify the sources that contain
information and the techniques that can help track down the information we need.
We will look at the role ecclesiastic and civil courts played in marital breakdown and divorce and what records can help or hinder the genealogist.
There will be time for discussions, so do bring your questions along.
Tutor: Else Churchill

5 - 27 FEBRUARY, 2021
Introducing RootsTech Connect: A Free Online Conference Experience

For the first time ever, the world’s largest family celebration event will be entirely virtual and completely free. Get
ready to celebrate shared connections with people from around the world. Connect with friends, your family, your
past, and your heritage and homelands—all from the comfort of your home and in your browser.
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Have you seen our website yet?
Designed as a virtual branch to make up for not meeting in person!!!
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Look what’s on offer!!!!
https://www.lfhhschorleybranch.com/lfhhs-chorley-virtual-branch-all.html
What’s needed
Programme Secretary - The branch needs a new Programme secretary to
develop a programme for 2020-21. Any skills members can oﬀer or ideas for meetings are welcome.
Speakers Any suggestions for good speakers would be appreciated. Any good online articles or talks to add to our virtual site would be
appreciated.
Sales Person
To purchase and control the sale of the acid free materials at the Centre.
Volunteers at the Research Centre
More helpers are needed to man the Chorley Family History Research Centre when it reopens.
Projects-Chorley Guardian Military Project
The information includes all kinds of events, even marriages and the birth of
children. These need to be indexed so they can be used more widely. You can work on batches at home.
Anyone able to index or edit images for this project, please contact Ron Chapman. (on hold at present)
Branch Chairman: Pauline Chapman
Branch Secretary & Webmaster: Steve Williams chorleysecretary@aol.com
Tel: 01257 262028
Branch Website: www.lfhhschorleybranch.com
General Enquiries chorleyinfo@lfhhs.org.uk
LFHHS Chorley Family History Research Centre. (Closed at present)
Website www.cfhrc.com
Appointments If open 01257 231600 If closed 01257 262028
Centre Manager: Sheila Gibbons: Email: chorleyresearch@aol.co.uk
Email for business regarding the Centre: sheilaresearchcentre@aol.co.uk
Opening Times:
Mon, Wed and Fri 10a.m– 4pm 2nd and 3rd Sat Noon-4pm
LFHHS Oswaldtwistle Resource & Research Centre. (Closed at present)
2 Straits, Oswaldtwistle BB5 3LU 01254 239919
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