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No meetings at present, but go and see the Virtual Branch at http://www.lfhhschorleybranch.com/lfhhs-chorley-virtual-branch.html

Stories and articles welcome or did anything strange happen to an ancestor? Send to wenpratt72@gmail.com
What’s Free
The National Archives
We are making digital records available on our website free of charge for as long as our Kew site is closed to visitors. Registered users will
be able to order and download up to ten items at a time, to a maximum of 50 items over 30 days. The limits are there to try and help
manage the demand for content and ensure the availability of our digital services for everyone.
The 31st Scottish association of Family History Societies (SafhS) conference, postponed from last year, will now ‘go digital’ on 17 April
2021. The conference will be streamed live on Zoom and facebook. It is free and open to everyone. Six presentations are planned during
the conference covering a range of topics from asylums records to marital Disharmonies, plus a ‘live’ ask the Experts’ session. Please
check out our facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Scottishfamilyhistory
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New: Online Genealogy Consultations with Family History Library Experts How to Sign-up for Online Consultation
Using the https://www.familysearch.org/family-history-library/welcome-to-the-family-history-library , guests can schedule specific time
slots in English or Spanish for their 20-minute online consultation. The booking app provides time schedule information in the guest’s own
local time to simplify making the connection across time zones.
Participants are asked to fill out a short survey following their experience to help improve the technological and personal aspects of online
consultations. These improvements will allow further expansion. The one-on-one consultations are expected eventually to reach
throughout the world in many languages.

Virtual Branch Meeting Our February meeting held on Thursday 18 February featured Steve Ward.
How to Illustrate your family History. - He went through various ways we could enhance our family history including photographs and
postcards.
March Meeting on 18th March 2021 Steve Williams will enlighten us with “A wander through the website”

Up and Coming
Tuesday 13 April 2021 @ 7pm Jeremy Konsbruck - Topic -Conscription and Military Service Tribunals
Jeremy Konsbruck who is based in Wales. His talk is about conscription and the Military Service Tribunals of the Great War is based
primarily on research that he has done on a small surviving collection of documents relating to the tribunals in the National Library of
Wales in Aberystwyth.
Topic: Society Online Talks
Time: April 13, 2021 07:00 PM London
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82663547265?pwd=ZmdVZThVckNMTS94TWU0UFh3WjB4UT09
Meeting ID: 826 6354 7265
Passcode: 175070
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What about those Tall Family Tales? – Wendy Pratt
What stories have been handed down in your family? You may not have photos and letters but what stories were you told, and can you tell
if they are true?
My husband was told that his great great grandfather, Richard Henry Pratt, was killed by a grizzly bear in Sandy Hook, New Jersey,
America in 1875. So was it true? Well Sandy Hook is a Sandy spit of land across the water from New York with the Atlantic crashing in on
one side. Grizzly bears are found in Alaska, Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, Washington, and possibly southern Colorado, as well as in western
Canada, so it wasn’t a grizzly bear. We did find his gravestone though, after a search in a
graveyard in New Jersey, but it doesn’t say how he died. His family were all in England and we
don’t know why he went to America. We paid for a person to search the Newspaper archives in
New Jersey, to see if there was a report of him being killed by a bear, but they found nothing.
However, as we listened to the radio in New Jersey, there was a report of a group of young men
out in the sticks in New Jersey coming across a black bear. They decided to all go in different
directions to confuse the bear and only 3 returned. One young man was followed by the bear and
killed. The report said it was the first time a person was killed by a bear in 100 years. So, who
knows how he died, maybe it was a black bear?
My 3rd Great grandmother Jane Ritchie born in Saltcoats; Scotland moved to Belfast with her
parents in 1804. Her Father was a shipbuilder and wanted her to marry his partner, Alexander
McLaine. She was being courted by John Chambers, but the family didn’t approve. A party was held, so the story goes, and John
Chambers was not invited. He was not pleased so he hired a hearse and stopped it outside the house in Corporation Street, Belfast. People
going to the party saw the hearse and thought there had been a death in the family and went home. Jane and John Chambers eloped, so the
story goes and married in 1819. We were told John died of sea sickness in 1837 on a
sea voyage from Belfast to Scotland as the wind was contrary and it took 3 weeks.
Jane went into a Victorian decline and died in 1840. My mother said that her sister
Susanna raised her children the beautiful Miss Chambers, so I assumed she had a
couple of children. In fact, there were 10 children, and the youngest 3 girls and a
youngest son were raised by her spinster sister, Susanna. We know Aunt Susanna
existed as I have her watch saying on the back, “Presented to Miss Susan Ritchie,
Belfast, From her brother Robert P. Ritchie October 1828”.
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Paul, my husband, didn’t meet any of his mother’s family till we were married. By asking at the local records
office we got a death certificate for his grandmother and found out where his Uncle Billy lived in Billy Parish,
County Antrim. We got to know him well and he told wonderful stories about his parents. He told us that an
old man who lived nearby used to come in to get his shopping done for him. He said the old man was very
countrified and would ask for, “a snarled bun, a cask of bizz and a hapeth (half penny) of they black things that
break the wind off ye”. He said even they as children didn’t understand that! The first day we met them his
wife Hannah gave us 100 names, a veritable who was who of the family!
In a tumble down church in Maghardrool, County Down there is a plaque
on the wall for the family of John Davidson and Eleanor Dickson.
Their son William married Jane Bell, but sadly had no children. The 1798
rebellion was a rebellion where catholic and protestant fought to have the
British leave. There was the Battle of Ballynahinch, a famous battle in
that rebellion and a William Davidson took part in the battle, a cousin of
Jane’s husband William. However, Jane’s husband William was picked
up in place of his cousin and taken to Belfast to be judged. Jane went to
her neighbour, John Armstrong and asked him to take her to Belfast to
plead with the judge For her husband’s life, as he was the wrong person.
She rode pillion for 20 miles behind John Armstrong who had two pistols
with him for protection. The story goes that Jane was very beautiful and
she pleaded with the judge to release her husband and persuaded him to
release William. In the meantime, the guilty William was placed under
the hay in a hay cart and driven to the coast and went by boat to England.
A brother of William’s had a son he called John Armstrong, named after
the neighbour, the baby died in infancy and is buried here in Magheradrool.
Many years later a Davidson descendant met an Armstrong descendant they shared this story and it turned out that they both knew it and
that the Armstrong had the pistols, which he gave to Norrie Davidson to keep, so it sounds as if it is true.
My Father did not talk about the war much at all. He was a doctor, so saw some pretty awful things. However, he did tell one story when
he was in Normandy after D Day and it was very wet and there was nowhere to shelter or sleep. A house had been bombed and the bath was
on the ground, so he lifted up the bath and climbed under it and said he had a great dry sleep. We now have some of his letters to my
mother from France which has filled out more of his experiences.
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The oral tradition was strong in the past, but less so now, so we need to record the stories we were told, true or not, so they are not lost, and
they may hold clues to finding our ancestors.
But what if you have no stories? Small pieces of information may help you find family.
We knew we had a John Chambers, mentioned above, and he was from Dundalk, Ireland, a 3rd GG father. When
looking through a Family Tree Magazine I saw someone looking for information on a John Chambers of Dundalk. I
wrote to him and it turned out that he was a 3rd cousin of my mother’s and we exchanged information. He gave me a
family tree of his side of the family, and I sent him photographs of family whom my grandmother knew, who were
related to him, but I had had no idea who they were before contacting him, only had their names. He sent me a
drawing of My 3rd Great Grandmother and lots of written information about this family. Without the “Dundalk” I
would not have noticed the name in the magazine.
My Grandmother lived at 49 Belgrave Road Darwen, Lancashire which still exists as seen on Google Maps. It was very
hard to trace my grandmother in the census as she only lived with her parents till she was 5 and then lived with her aunt and
uncle John Heald and Mary Jane Simpson. She is seen here in 1901 Census as living at number 49 and is a niece of 14
years of age. Ancestry had her surname as Timpson making finding her even harder. Without knowing where she lived as
with whom, she would have been hard to trace in the census records.

My Great Grandfather’s brother Hugh had one son, James Henry
Samuel Davidson. We know he went to Canada but the only other
thing my mother could remember was that his wife was called
something like Iza. I put Iza in FamilySearch tried a search in
Canada, found nothing and forgot about it. When looking at
FamilySearch one day I noticed a hint for James and checked it out. It
linked to this certificate for a marriage of James to Isa Rocky in South
Africa. I should never have thought of looking in South Africa for
their marriage but the Iza was enough for FamilySearch to find the
link to the marriage. Then I found her birth and her parents and
brothers and sisters.
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A relative of mine researched the Hadow Family, had a James Hadow my 3rd GG
Father, who married Sarah Wye and was the minister in Streatley in Bedfordshire.
The relative who had done so much family history wrote in his book that the Wyes
had died out. That made me curious. With very little to go on except her parent’s
names I asked in a Wye surname forum online if anyone knew where the Wyes
were from. I got a reply from a lady, not related to the Wyes, but doing some
research for someone else, that they lived in Portugal and were port wine
exporters. We traced them back to 1704 with that information from the forum and
expanded the family forward and backwards and even went to Porto, Portugal to
see where they lived.
On visiting a son of the Hadow genealogist, he showed us this black and white
copy of an Adam Buck painting of Sarah Wye with her grandchildren.
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LFHHS – CHORLEY BRANCH QUIZ – 3 March 2021
1

Which former Strictly Come Dancing judge was the choreographer for the dance troupe Hot Gossip?

2

What is Chorley Council's heraldic motto?

3

A 16th century sumptuary law, still followed today, requires Venetian gondolas to be painted which colour?

4

Which former World War II British Army Officer wrote Tomorrow will be a Good Day: My Autobiography, published in 2020

5

Who played James Bond in the film Quantum of Solace?

6

Who invented Coco-Cola?

7

Arthur's Seat is an extinct volcano in which British city?

8

In Alexander Pope's An Essay on Criticism, what follows Fools rush in where?

9

Which 2015 musical is about an USA politician?

10

What is the body part connection between a pig and tying a parcel?

11

Who was the last Anglo-Saxon King of England?

12

Which Bury-based sports-fashion retail company derives is name from founders John Wardle and David Makin?

13

Which 2019 Martin Scorsese film, starring Robert De Niro, Al Pacino and Joe Pesci, received ten Oscar nominations?

14

In 1997, which prominent politician married his second wife, Jill Tracy Jacobs, a teacher

15

What is the connection between St Walburge's church, Preston and a form of horse drawn vehicle?

16

Which de facto Queen of England was beheaded at the Tower of London on 12 February 1554?

17

According to the 1955 song, recorded by Frank Sinatra, what go together like a horse and carriage?
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18

Which of Manchester or Liverpool was the first to gain city status?

19

Which Old Testament figure promulgated the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai?

20

Between 1957 and 1959 which two forms of public transport in Liverpool were closed?

21

Who did John Bellingham assassinate in the lobby of the House of Commons?

22

What major catastrophe befell London in 1666?

23

"The other place" is a term used by MPs to refer to where?

24

A network of biological processes that protect the body against disease is known as what?

25

How many USA presidents have been impeached?

Answers at the end

What’s New
Ancestry New Records
UPDATEDGlobal, Find a Grave Index for Burials at Sea and other Select
Burial Locations, 1300s-Current
UPDATEDUK and Ireland, Find a Grave Index, 1300s-Current
UPDATEDGloucestershire, England, Church of England Marriages and

Banns, 1754-1938

26/02/2021
26/02/2021
12/02/2021

FamilySearch
United Kingdom

England, Hertfordshire, Marriage Bonds, 1682-1837

272

Expanded collection

United Kingdom

England, Hertfordshire, Marriage Bonds, 1682-1837

172

New collection

United Kingdom

England, Lancashire, Marriage Bonds and Allegations, 1746-1799

United Kingdom

England, Lincolnshire, Marriage Bonds and Allegations, 1574-1885

United Kingdom

Great Britain, War Office Registers, 1772-1935
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96

Expanded collection

17,224

Expanded collection

3,582

Expanded collection

FindMyPast
National Burial Index For England & Wales
We’ve added over 3.4 million new records to this useful Family History Federation collection and you won’t find them elsewhere
online.
Lincolnshire Monumental Inscriptions
Are your relatives buried in England’s East Midlands? Find out with over 21,500 new records from over 60 Lincolnshire
parishes. Check the parish list to see what's new.
Britain, Marriage Licences
Search over 100,000 new additions from the Diocese of Durham dating all the way back to the 16th century.

What’s On
FHF Really Useful Family History Show
10th April 2021
https://www.fhf-reallyuseful.com/
The Family History Show online
Saturday 19th June 2021. 10:00 – 16:30
https://thefamilyhistoryshow.com/online/

DNA Family Secrets. BBC Two. Tuesday. Stacey Dooley
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Have you seen our website yet?
Designed as a virtual branch to make up for not meeting in person!!!

Look what’s on offer!!!!
https://www.lfhhschorleybranch.com/lfhhs-chorley-virtual-branch-all.html
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What’s needed
Programme Secretary - The branch needs a new Programme secretary to
develop a programme for 2021-22. Any skills members can oﬀer or ideas for meetings are welcome.
Speakers Any suggestions for good speakers would be appreciated. Any good online articles or talks to add to our virtual site would be appreciate
Sales Person

To purchase and control the sale of the acid free materials at the Centre.

Volunteers at the Research Centre
More helpers are needed to man the Chorley Family History Research Centre when it reopens.
Projects-Chorley Guardian Military Project
The information includes all kinds of events, even marriages and the birth of
children. These need to be indexed so they can be used more widely. You can work on batches at home.
Anyone able to index or edit images for this project, please contact Ron Chapman. (on hold at present)

Branch Chairman: Pauline Chapman
Branch Secretary & Webmaster: Steve Williams chorleysecretary@aol.com
Tel: 01257 262028
Branch Website: www.lfhhschorleybranch.com
General Enquiries chorleyinfo@lfhhs.org.uk
LFHHS Chorley Family History Research Centre. (Closed at present)
Website www.cfhrc.com
Appointments If open 01257 231600 If closed 01257 262028
Centre Manager: Sheila Gibbons: Email: chorleyresearch@aol.co.uk
Email for business regarding the Centre: sheilaresearchcentre@aol.co.uk
Opening Times:
Mon, Wed and Fri 10a.m– 4pm 2nd and 3rd Sat Noon-4pm
LFHHS Oswaldtwistle Resource & Research Centre. (Closed at present)
2 Straits, Oswaldtwistle BB5 3LU 01254 239919
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LFHHS - CHORLEY BRANCH
Branch Online Quiz 4 March 2021
ANSWERS

NOTES

1

Arlene Phillips

2

Be Aware

3

Black

4

Captain Sir Thomas ("Tom") Moore

5

Daniel Craig

2008, the second Bond film to star Daniel Craig

6

Dr John Stith Pemberton

in 1886. Originally Pemberton's French Wine Cola, but with prohibition declared in Atlanta in 1885
he made a non-alcoholic drink. The cocaine element of the drink was not removed until the early
20th century

7

Edinburgh

8

angels fear to tread

9

Hamilton

10

Hamstring

11

Harold II (Harold Godwinson)

12

JD Sports

13

The Irishman

14

Joe Biden

15

Joseph Hansom

The Doge's ordinance dates from 1562. At least five coats of black enamel paint are applied to give
the vessel's high gloss sheen.

Alexander Hamilton (1755-1804) was a Founding Father of the US and its first Secretary of the
Treasury. The musical premiered at the Public Theater, New York, on 17 February 2015
Ham is cured pork and string is used to tie a parcel! A hamstring is any one of the three
muscles/tendons in the back of the thigh.
5 January - 14 October 1066. Killed at the Battle of Hastings

The architect of the church (completed 1854) and the designer of the hansom cab in 1834
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16

Lady Jane Grey

She had been nominated by Edward VI as his successor and was proclaimed Queen on 10 July
1553 but was Queen only until 19 July when Mary was proclaimed Queen. Jane was a
granddaughter of Henry VII.

17

Love and marriage

Lyrics by Sami Cahn and music by Jimmy Van Heuson

18

Manchester in 1853

Liverpool in 1880

19

Moses

Exodus Chapter 20 and Deuteronomy Chapter 5

20

Overhead Railway and Trams

21

Prime Minister Spencer Perceval

22

The Great Fire of London

23

The House of Lords

24

The immune system

25

Three

1812

Andrew Johnson (1868), Bill Clinton (1998) and Donald Trump (2019 & 2021). None were
convicted. Richard Nixon was the subject of an impeachment process but resigned in 1974 before it
was completed.
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