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No meetings at present, but go and see the Virtual Branch at http://www.lfhhschorleybranch.com/lfhhs-chorley-virtual-branch.html
President Stephen Ward
Have you any Christmas stories or anecdotes for December edition of the Newsletter? Send to wenpratt72@gmail.com
What’s Free

The National Archives
We are making digital records available on our website free of charge for as long as our Kew site is closed to visitors. Registered users will
be able to order and download up to ten items at a time, to a maximum of 50 items over 30 days. The limits are there to try and help
manage the demand for content and ensure the availability of our digital services for everyone.
https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/
Free UK Genealogy provides free, online access to family history records. We work with a team of dedicated volunteers to create highquality transcriptions of public records from governmental sources, parish churches, and other trusted institutions. We believe that Open
Data and Open Source are key to making and keeping public records accessible to all. We work with others with the same concerns.
Free BMD. Free Census and Free Reg
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New: Online Genealogy Consultations with Family History Library Experts
How to Sign-up for Online Consultation

Using the https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Family_History_Library_Online_Consultations , guests can schedule specific time slots
in English or Spanish for their 20-minute online consultation. The booking app provides time schedule information in the guest’s own local
time to simplify making the connection across time zones.
Participants are asked to fill out a short survey following their experience to help improve the technological and personal aspects of online
consultations. These improvements will allow further expansion. The one-on-one consultations are expected eventually to reach
throughout the world in many languages.
Virtual Branch Meeting
On 19th October Mike Coyle Gave a talk about War Memorials. It was decided during the Boer War not to repatriate deceased soldiers, but people
wanted a place to remember them, so the idea of War Memorials was born. These memorials may not be completely accurate, as the information was
often gathered door to door by word of mouth and could be nicknames or middle names instead of a full
name.
Apart from the main town memorials they can be found in Churches, on buildings such as Scout Halls and
can be just a few names or many names. They may record names from a specific war or battle or from a
particular area. As buildings are renovated, they can be removed and be lost.

This is a personal one kept at home for an 18 year old in a Tank corps for sale on eBay starting at
£695.00.
Memorials from the Boer War are usually commemorating Officers. By the First World War the
names include a much wider range of people. The same name may well be on a number of
different memorials, most are on at least two.
Virtual Zoom meeting 19th November 2020 Bernard Cliffe – A Master’s Protest - a brief tour of some nautical miscellanea
Virtual Zoom Quiz and Christmas meeting 10th December 2020. Bring your own nibbles and drinks to the Zoom Quiz!
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I first met my Grandmother in person when about 7 years old and remember being struck by her Lancashire accent. She hadn’t lived in
Lancashire since she was about 28 years old. She was a superb storyteller, though we, as children, did not appreciate all the stories,
especially as we heard the same ones over and over. Luckily our cousin came from America and got out the tape recorder and recorded
them for posterity.
Born 12th July 1886 to Robert Simpson and Elizabeth Alice Isherwood in Darwen, Lancashire, the eldest daughter of 6 children, she
describes how her Father’s oldest sister Mary Jane Heald spent time together with her mother making baby clothes as they were both
expecting. As it turned out Mary Heald (always known as ‘Me Auntie’) wasn’t expecting at all, just simply getting stouter.
Me Auntie was jealous of her sister in law’s babies, and as Elizabeth Alice had other children, she liked my Grandmother (known as
Jeannie) to visit. A boy would walk her up at lunchtime to her Auntie’s and her Father would come to collect her from Auntie (after a 12hour shift at the Belgrave Wallpaper Mills) walking up the steep Belgrave Road, to take her home. On a particular day in October there was
a terrific snowstorm and her Father came to take her home. Jeannie said, “ Me Auntie wouldn’t let me go out, she said it wasn’t fit to turn a
dog out, and I think I made a little scene because I wanted to go with my Father and I got my behind tapped and put to bed at Me Aunties.“
Her Father trailed up to Aunties every day for a week but there was always some excuse not to let Jeannie home. Eventually he said to send
home when she tired of her and as a result, she never lived with her parents again in her life. She lived with her Auntie till she was 24 years
old and got married.
“When I was about 5, I went to school with the Mayor’s daughter to a day’s girl’s school and then at 9 to the Higher Grade School that
afterwards became the Grammar School and I had the rest of my Education there till I was 15.”
Jeannie enjoyed painting and had piano lessons for 3 years. Then her Auntie said she could play now and how about giving up the lessons
and spending the money on Music. She could by a book with 12 tunes for 2d and spent all her spare time practicing. She went to night
school when she had left day school and took up laundry and cookery.
Her Mother’s sister Agnes lived in New Zealand and she used to write to her Cousin George at the bottom of her Mother’s letters. Then she
started to write to George as a pen pal. He said that one day he would come to England and marry her, and she said she would marry him.
When she was 16 and George about 19, he and his mother came to England. She was shy to meet him, but she said, “My Auntie and my
Mother were talking sixteen to the dozen, they’d never seen each other for teens of years and I was left with George.” They did get talking
in the end, and George was going to Edinburgh to study medicine and so visited from time to time. After about 2 years, George and
Jennie’s Grandmother got to know about the romance and spoke to Jeannie one day telling her if they married, she would have children who
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were blind, deaf and dumb. He had already given her a ring and she said, “I was a very good girl and I felt duty bound in conscience, that I
couldn’t do that, so I returned George’s ring to him in Edinburgh with no letter because I couldn’t give him a reason, because that subject
was never spoken about in my young days and my grandmother was the first that ever did speak about it to me.” She said in her 90s that
George was the love of her live and “eeh he was ‘andsome.”
Before she was married, she said she had a very happy life. Her Aunt and Uncle took her on lots of holidays to Southport to the Hydra and
Blackpool. She had a French pen pal from St Etienne and her pen pal was always asking her to come. Eventually she persuaded her Uncle
to let her go and she spent 3 months with Monsieur Jima and Louise’s family. To her surprise when she returned to Darwen her Uncle met
her with a carriage.
James Bleakley did form an attachment to her and she says, “One day he came to the house to see my Uncle and
asked his permission to pay his regards to me. And before that another boy, 10 years older than I had been to see
my uncle on the same errand. He came wanting to be engaged to me. My Uncle rang the bell and told me to go
to the dining room and he told me what Jack had come for. He said, “do you want to be engaged to Jack” and I
said, “Oh No!” This time my Uncle didn’t ring and Agnes Heald came up the stairs laughing and saying, “ Oh
Jeannie there’s someone else come for you, she said Jim Bleakley’s come. I didn’t go downstairs for two hours
till it was time to make tea and I went downstairs and gave Jim a black look that was to say what have you come
here for? My Auntie said you’d better take a walk in the Park, the two of you and speak about it.”
They were engaged and after two or three years. On the 20 July 1910 she says “I know when I was going to the
church to be married, I remember wishing the horse would run in the opposite direction to the church, because I
really didn’t want to be married to Jim, but me Auntie she really got jealous of me without any reason. I just
worshipped the ground that my Uncle walked on he was such a good fine gentleman and that’s really why I
consented to be married to relieve her of her jealousy.”
Jim Bleakley and Jeannie lived in Manchester where my Father was born on 5th
January 1912. In the October Jim took a post teaching Maths in Ceylon and left.
Jeannie sold house and furniture but was not invited to stay with her Uncle and Aunt so stayed at a neighbours
Mrs Rothwell’s after Jim left. At Christmas her Aunt asked her to go to Blackpool for the holiday for 10 days
and after that she stayed with them till the twelve months were nearly up in which she had to travel to Ceylon.
My Father was 10 months old when he travelled to Ceylon and always said he remembered the voyage.
Ceylon became her life and she lived there for 46 years. She had three other children, Bobby, Joyce and Deryk
and used to go back to England on extended leave every so often. Jim worked in the Government Training
College training teachers to teach maths. She got involved with Trinity College of Music and used to plan the
timetables for Music examiner all over India and Ceylon. She played many instruments, Violin, Hawaiian guitar,
banjo, ukulele and balalaika. The boys were eventually educated in England, but Joyce stayed in Ceylon till she was 18 years old and was
skilled at Indian dancing. On one trip to England she stayed again with Mrs Rothwell in Manchester. Mrs Rothwell was now a widow and
4

had two lodgers, Missionaries of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints. They taught my Grandmother and she was baptised with her
husband’s permission, returning to Ceylon where there were no members but remaining faithful to her beliefs for the rest of her life. Two of
her children and numerous descendants following her lead.
Although not involved in the First World War personally Jeannie’s two brothers were soldiers. Both survived the war, but her brother Tom
was gassed in the first week of November 1918 a week before the end of the War. He was never able to go to
work again but as he was a skilled etcher of the copper drums used in the wallpaper trade, the materials were
brought to him at home on a Monday and collected on a Friday. However the effects of the gassing were long
lasting and he died at 46 years old.
My Father was in the Royal Army Medical Corp in
the Second World War after training as a Doctor at St
Mary’s London.

John, Jeanie, Jim, Bobby

Bobby was an accomplished linguist and worked, as
a civilian, in Malaysia where he volunteered for the
Straits Settlements Volunteer Force and was never
heard of again after the Japanese attacked Singapore.

Deryk, at 19 years old, learned to fly and was instructing a young pilot in South
Africa when the pilot made a critical error. Deryk got the young man out of the
plane but not himself and is buried in South Africa. His memorial says, “he loved
the skies, and flew laughing into the sun, never to return”

Jeannie.

Jim.

Joyce.

Deryk

My Grandfather Jim was very unwell in the late 1950’s and my Father went out to Ceylon to bring his parents back to the UK. Father had
married an Irish girl while stationed in Belfast during the war. I first met my Grandparents as they stayed in Ireland with us and I thought
that my Grandfather was wonderful as he could do my long division sums in his head and just tell me the answer. My Grandparents went to
visit their daughter, Joyce in Utah, who they had not seen for many years. Jeannie refused to fly and so they went on a ship through the
Panama Canal to San Francisco and over to Utah. They returned the same way, but the ship was delayed, and they were travelling in the
winter and met a severe Atlantic storm. My Grandfather, who had a bad heart, simply went to sleep in his cabin one afternoon and died on
the 8th December 1959. He was buried at sea.
Jeannie, known by her Grandchildren as Dandan, lived in her little house in Ireland for many more years, telling us stories of her life,
playing piano at Church and writing letters to people she knew all round the world. She enjoyed the 12th July parades in Ulster on her
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birthday. Like a true Lancashire Lass her favourite food was Tripe and Onions and she said that to remain healthy you needed to eat your
own weight of onions in a year. She lived till she was nearly 99 and passed away peacefully on 29th Mar 1985.

What’s New
Ancestry
NEWWeb: UK, Post Office World War I and World War II Memorial Books, 1914-1945

29/10/2020

NEWMonmouthshire, Wales, Anglican Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1551-1994

22/10/2020
22/10/2020

NEWPembrokeshire, Wales, Anglican Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1599-1994
NEWMontgomeryshire, Wales, Anglican Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1569-1994
NEWMerionethshire, Wales, Anglican Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1568-1994
NEWGlamorganshire, Wales, Anglican Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1570-1994
NEWFlintshire, Wales, Anglican Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1994
NEWCarmarthenshire, Wales, Anglican Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1560-1994
NEWDenbighshire, Wales, Anglican Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1994
NEWCaernarvonshire, Wales, Anglican Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1541-1994

22/10/2020
22/10/2020
22/10/2020
22/10/2020
22/10/2020
22/10/2020

NEWAnglesey, Wales, Anglican Church Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1547-1994

22/10/2020
22/10/2020
22/10/2020

NEWCardiganshire, Wales, Anglican Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1633-1993

22/10/2020

NEWBrecknockshire, Wales, Anglican Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1994

NEWRadnorshire, Wales, Anglican Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1994

FamilySearch
England England, Cambridgeshire Bishop’s Transcripts, 1538-1983

49,340 0

Added indexed records to an
existing collection

England England, Essex Non-Conformist Church Records, 1613-1971

21,474 0

Added indexed records to an
existing collection

England England, Herefordshire Bishop’s Transcripts, 1583-1898

19,184 0

Added indexed records to an
existing collection

England England, Middlesex Parish Registers, 1539-1988

37,529 0

Added indexed records to an
existing collection
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Wales

Wales, Marriage Bonds, 1650-1900

15,543 0

Added indexed records to an
existing collection

FindMyPast
Greater London Burial Index
Discover your ancestors who were buried in the Greater London area between 1399 and 1992.

Warwickshire Burials
Spanning 1874-2016, we’ve added over 90,000 additional burial records from Birmingham.
Scotland, Ayrshire Census & Population Lists 1801-1831
Discover Ayrshire ancestors, their ages, addresses, occupations and more with this early 19th-century resource.
The Genealogist
Complete set of Anglican Parish Records for Wales Launched with Images 23rd October 2020
All Anglican Parish Registers for Wales can now be searched on TheGenealogist, in association with Welsh Archives.

What’s On
14th November 2020 FHF Really Useful Family History Show. https://www.fhf-reallyuseful.com Lots of speakers and Earlybird tickets £5.00

Society of Genealogists
Upcoming live online talk

Highlighted Live £10:00 £5:00 for members
November Events Online - using Zoom: Madness, Mania and Melancholia: the Mental Health of our Ancestors - 28 November 2020, 2pm
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The Parish Chest Online Events Date: Sat 21 Nov 2020 Duration:1 hour Price: £5.00 members Places remaining. 26
Discover the importance of the parish - the unit of local government into the 19th century in the lives of our ancestors. Find out how the parish
worked, what records were generated and where to find them. Learn how to use such records in family history, local history and house history
research.

Tracing Brewery & Publican Ancestors Online Events Date: Wed 25 Nov 2020 Duration: 1 hour Price: £5.00 Places remaining: 18
Until fairly recently the public house in its various guises was a centre of the community and innkeepers were often respected figures
locally. In addition most towns and villages had a brewery or two providing beer to slake the throats of everybody from princes to
paupers.
My Ancestor Came from Birmingham. Online Events Date: Sat 28 Nov 2020 Duration:1 hour Price: £5.00 members Places remaining: 65
Has your family history taken you to Birmingham? Maybe your ancestors were ‘Brummies born and bred’ or maybe they only spent some of their
lives in Birmingham.

British Library releases 18,000 maps and views for free The british Library has released nearly 18,000 maps and views with no copyright
restrictions. The collection is on Flickr at https://www.flickr.com/photos/britishlibrary
The National Archives Record Copying Update The National Archives have now restarted more of their online services, including
naturalisation certification, record copying (on a reduced and limited basis) and their online shop. They will continue to provide free
downloads of digital records on the website for the time being. They have now restarted their record copying service on a reduced and
limited basis, which means that you can now order digital and paper copies of records in the collection. you will be able to place your orders
at weekends, between 15:30 on Fridays and 23:59 on Sundays - the service will be switched off outside these hours to allow enough time to
process the orders received. The record copying process will take approximately 29 working days to complete. They hope to be able to
expand the service soon but reserve the right to suspend the service temporarily to allow them to fulfil outstanding orders. From:
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/record-copying/
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LFHHS - CHORLEY BRANCH - Branch Online Quiz 29 October 2020
"Bolly" is a nickname for which wine?
"I'm free" was the catchphrase of which character in the TV series Are You Being Served?
which ran from 1972 -1985?
How many points is the yellow ball worth in snooker?
A milliner sells what items of clothing?
A philhellene is a lover of which European country?
According to the TV advert Smirnoff Vodka has been going since what year?
How many hearts does an octopus have?
In which sport did Katarina Johnson-Thompson become a world champion?
The "mal" in the computer software term "malware" is short for which word?
How many Presidents of the USA have been assassinated?
In food, what P is a large, orange coloured fruit with leathery skin, often used in soups
and pies?
How many of the Queen's grandchildren have HRH titles?
In which song from The Sound of Music is "fah" defined as "a long, long way to run"?
Of which Asian country is Kabul the capital?
What is the zodiac sign for somebody born between 22 September and 22 October?
The Pera Palace Hotel in Istanbul was built in 1892 to service passengers of which train
service?
Pen-y-Ghent is a mountain where in the UK?
The title of the 2017 Steven Spielberg film The Post refers to which newspaper
What is the title of the Kingdom Choir's latest release (Summer 2020)?
The origin of the dish Caesar Salad is generally attributed to which country?
What is the wife of a marquess called?
Windsor spread, button-down, cutaway and wingtip are types of what?
Which are the only two cities on the African continent currently (2020) to have an
operating underground or metro system?
The name of which European capital city starts and ends with the same letter?
What kind of animal is Lottie in the Winnie-the-Pooh stories?
Cornish Blue and Dorset Blue Vinney are varieties of what?
Which Canadian Province represents Q in the NATO phonetic alphabet?
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28
29
30

Who was the royal author of The Old Man of Lochnagar?
Peppy is the polar bear mascot for which Fox's Confectionery products?
Few thought he was even a starter / There were many in life who were smarter / But he
finished PM / A CH, an OM / An earl and a Knight of the Garter. Who is this verse
about?
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Have you seen our website yet?
Designed as a virtual branch to make up for not meeting in person!!!

Look what’s on offer!!!!
https://www.lfhhschorleybranch.com/lfhhs-chorley-virtual-branch-all.html
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What’s needed
Programme Secretary - The branch needs a new Programme secretary to
develop a programme for 2020-21. Any skills members can oﬀer or ideas for meetings are welcome.
Speakers Any suggestions for good speakers would be appreciated. Any good online articles or talks to add to our virtual site would be
appreciated.
Sales Person
To purchase and control the sale of the acid free materials at the Centre.
Volunteers at the Research Centre
More helpers are needed to man the Chorley Family History Research Centre when it reopens.
Projects-Chorley Guardian Military Project
The information includes all kinds of events, even marriages and the birth of
children. These need to be indexed so they can be used more widely. You can work on batches at home.
Anyone able to index or edit images for this project, please contact Ron Chapman. (on hold at present)

Branch Chairman: Pauline Chapman
Branch Secretary & Webmaster: Steve Williams chorleysecretary@aol.com
Tel: 01257 262028
Branch Website: www.lfhhschorleybranch.com
General Enquiries chorleyinfo@lfhhs.org.uk
LFHHS Chorley Family History Research Centre. (Closed at present)
Website www.cfhrc.com
Appointments If open 01257 231600 If closed 01257 262028
Centre Manager: Sheila Gibbons: Email: chorleyresearch@aol.co.uk
Email for business regarding the Centre: sheilaresearchcentre@aol.co.uk
Opening Times:
Mon, Wed and Fri 10a.m– 4pm 2nd and 3rd Sat Noon-4pm
LFHHS Oswaldtwistle Resource & Research Centre. (Closed at present)
2 Straits, Oswaldtwistle BB5 3LU 01254 239919

12

LFHHS - CHORLEY BRANCH
Branch Online Quiz 29 October 2020
ANSWERS
1
2

Bollinger Champagne
Mr Humphries
Mr. Wilberforce Claybourne Humphries, played by John Inman

3

Two

4

Hats

5

Greece

6

1864

7

Three

8
9
10
11

Heptathlon
at 2019 World Athletics Championships

Malicious
Four
Lincoln, Garfield, McKinley and Kennedy

Pumpkin
Four
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Princes William and Harry, Princesses Beatrice and Eugenie. The children of Princess Anne (Zara Tinsdale
and Peter Phillips) and Prince Edward (Lady Louise Windsor and James Viscount Severn) do not have HRH
titles

13

Do - Re – Mi

14

Afghanistan

15

Libra

16

The Orient Express

17
18

It is a fell in the Yorkshire Dales, about 2 miles east of Horton-in-Ribblesdale
2,277 feet (694 m)

The Washington Post
Real Love

19

The Kingdom Choir is a British gospel choir based in London. It was founded by choir conductor and
workshop leader Karen Gibson. After performing for more than 20 years, the choir became world-famous
after being invited to perform at the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle.
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Mexico
20

The salad's creation is generally attributed to restaurateur Caesar Cardini, an Italian immigrant who operated
restaurants in Mexico and the United States. In 1924 he was working in Tijuana. His daughter Rosa
recounted that he invented the salad at his restaurant Caesar's (at the Hotel Caesar) when a Fourth of
July rush depleted the kitchen's supplies. He made do with what he had, adding the dramatic flair of the
table-side tossing "by the chef."
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Marchioness

22

Shirt collars

23

Cairo and Algiers, operational in 1987 and 2011 respectively
Systems are under construction in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, and Lagos, Nigeria, having started in 2017 and 2009
respectively

24

Oslo

25

Otter

26

Cheese

27

Quebec (Pronounced Keh BECK)

28

Prince Charles

29

Glacier Mints (also used on Glacier Fruits and Glacier Dark)

30

Clement Attlee
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