Chorley & District
in world war two

P8593:
The chorley & district sPITFIRE

By Stuart A. Clewlow, FRHistS

THE SPITFIRE FUND
By the time of the Battle of Britain and the Blitz of 1940, the British
Government found itself in a state of economic problems. Money had to be
spent to repair bomb damaged areas; its buildings, infrastructures, airfields,
etc. There was also the expense of maintaining the coastal and inland
defences as well as keeping the armed forces at full strength.
The War Savings movement was introduced in 1939 and fund raising
campaigns developed from there. Another savings measure was to encourage
the public to send parcels to servicemen, consisting of a kind uplifting letter,
a packet of cigarettes or an item of knit ware for example. To help the
Government increase aircraft productivity, the Air Ministry set up ‘funds’.
This enabled anybody to donate money, gifts, pots and pans, etc. In fact,
during summer 1940, students of St. Paul’s School, Adlington, collected and
donated pots and pans to be melted down and used for aeroplane parts.
Even local corporations showed support by cutting down metal railings
throughout the local areas. An additional way to raise money was to purchase
items in support of the cause, in a very similar way as today, when we buy
coloured ribbons or wristbands in support of a charity or cause. Items could
be bought such as ‘Spitfire Fund’ badges or ‘Victory Bells’ made from the
recycled metal of downed enemy aircraft.
As well as individual efforts, whole regions also mobilised in buying
‘presentation’ aircraft. In this instance, people contributed money to the
cause and if the target was met, the money was donated to the Air Ministry
to construct an aircraft on their behalf.

Above: A Spitfire Fund lapel badge still on its backing card. (S.A. Clewlow)
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Above and below: Other Spitfire Fund lapel badge examples. (S.A. Clewlow)
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Above: A ‘Victory Bell’, made from downed enemy aircraft. (S.A .Clewlow)

During and after the Battle of Britain, the Spitfire became somewhat
symbolic of British resilience to the threats of the enemy. In fact,
throughout the Battle of Britain, 459 Hawker Hurricanes and 292
Supermarine Spitfires took part. In truth, the Spitfire stood alongside its
Hurricane counterpart.

Above: An early example of a Hawker Hurricane in flight. (V.F. Bingham)
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The cost of buying a 1940 Spitfire at that time was publicly quoted in the
North West of England as being £6,000. The equivalent cost today would
stand at over a hundred times greater! Actually most towns and districts in
Britain held a `Spitfire Week`, normally consisting of a parade or festival
where farthings, three-penny bits or even a bob, was donated.
The fact that ordinary people of Britain were able to help the war effort
raised morale and pride in the Royal Air Force, the junior of the three
forces. The donors bore in mind that a machine to which they had
contributed towards would be waging war against the enemy. In the early
days of the war, the Royal Air Force, and particularly Bomber Command, was
the only way that the British and her allies were able to strike back.
If desired, the donating association, district, or even individual, could have
their name printed (normally by the engine cowling) on their presentation
aeroplane.

Above: A donors name proudly emblazoned on their presentation aeroplane.
(Crown copyright)
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The Chorley and District ‘Spitfire Fund’ lasted approximately four months
and raised a total of £6,158.
During the war 2,200 `presentation` aircraft were constructed, of which a
total of 1,574 of these were the Supermarine Spitfire.
The Chorley and District `Spitfire Fund` lasted approximately four months.
At the time of the fund, Chorley Borough as a whole was broken down into
the donor locations of: Adlington, Clayton-le-Woods, Heapey & Wheelton,
Higher Wheelton, Anglezarke, Charnock Richard, Hoghton, Coppull,
Bretherton, Croston, Heskin, Anderton, Eccleston, and Mawdesley.
The `Spitfire Funds` were not just a Chorley enterprise, they ran nationally.
There was however, a handful which would have been in the public eye; in
areas which people of Chorley Borough would have either worked, socialised,
worshipped, visited, originated from, etc. It should not be forgotten that
people of Chorley and District were just as likely to contribute to these
neighbouring funds. After all donations from around the world came into the
Chorley and District `Spitfire Fund`.

Above: Spitfire fundraiser adverts. (Chorley Guardian)
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Above: Spitfire Fund Cooking Demonstration event advert. (Chorley Guardian)
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Above: The weekly article dedicated to the `Spitfire Fund`. (Chorley Guardian)
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Above: This small plaque was presented to Chorley & District after its successful Spitfire Fund
campaign. It is now stored at Astley Hall. (S.A. Clewlow)
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THE “CHORLEY & DISTRICT” SPITFIRE
Chorley’s Spitfire was a result of one of many Lancashire Spitfire Funds.
P8593 aka “Chorley & District” was a twin-cannon, four .303” machine gun
armed Spitfire Mk IIb; one of only 170 built and fitted with a MkXII RollsRoyce Merlin engine with a constant speed propellor. It was designated the
engine numbered 141127. The Mk IIb entered service in 1940 and they were
of the fabric covered `A` airframe designation with an external bullet proof
windscreen.

COMPARISONS OF THE SPITFIRE Mk1 WITH THE
`CHORLEY & DISTRICT` SPITFIRE Mk IIb VARIANT
RATES / DIMENSIONS / MEASUREMENTS
COMPARED FACTOR
(approx.)
Mk I
Mk IIb
WINGSPAN
36 ft 10 inch
36 ft 10 inch
WING AREA (Gross)
242 sq ft
242 sq ft
LENGTH
29 ft 11 inch
29 ft 11 inch
LOADED WEIGHT
5,935 lbs
6,275 lbs
AT TAKE OFF
MAXIMUM SPEED
370 mph
370 mph
INITIAL RATE OF
1,845 ft/min
2,600 ft/min
CLIMB
TAKE OFF
410 yards
370 yards
DISTANCE
COMBAT RANGE
395 miles
395 miles
SERVICE CEILING
34,400 ft
32,800 ft
ENGINE TYPE
MERLIN Mk II
MERLIN Mk XII
1,030 horse power
1,175 horse power
FUEL
100/130 OCTANE
100/130 OCTANE
PROPELLOR TYPE
DH. 3- blade
ROTOL RX5/1SC
TWO-PITCH
CONSTANT SPEED
ARMAMENT
8 x .303 BROWNING
4 x .303 BROWNING
MACHINE GUNS
MACHINE GUNS & 2
x 20 mm CANNON
Although in many ways the `Chorley & District` Spitfire was similar
statistically to the Mk I variant, its advantages were all too apparent when in
the air. The Mk IIb had a superior horse power, lower take off distance, and
crucially, a superior rate of climb and armament.
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Above: A cutaway drawing of a Spitfire by Lyndon Jones.
(Victor F. Bingham and Lyndon Jones)
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All of the Mk IIb`s were built at the Castle Bromwich Aircraft Factory
between 12th March 1941 and 6th July 1941 under the contract number
B981687/39. P8593 was test flown on 30th May 1941 by the famous Test
Pilot, Alex Henshaw. He logged P8593 as being “…a good aircraft that

had no problems during flight trials.”
The person in the photograph of the `Chorley & District’ Spitfire, is not
Alex Henshaw but a member of his flight team. They worked on the tar-mac
at Castle Bromwich. They were mainly boy trainees who chocked the aircraft
and helped Pilots into their parachutes and harnesses. Although the
photograph does not clearly show the person in the cockpit, Alex Henshaw
believes it to be flight team member Stan or Billy.

Above: Alex greeting King Haakon of Norway (centre) at Castle Bromwich, 1942. (A. Henshaw)
Above right: Alex Henshaw, circa 2005. (Crown Copyright)

Alex Henshaw, MBE
1912 – 2007.
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JUNE 1941 – JANUARY 1942
P8593 `Chorley & District` began its life at No.12 Maintenance Unit at
Kirkbride, fresh from the factory on 1st June 1941. There the Spitfire was
fitted with radio and other necessary internal equipment in preparation for
operational duties. There it was held as a reserve ready to replace fighter
squadron casualties.
It was decided that half of the 170 Mk IIb Spitfires should be issued to reequip five front line fighter squadrons, each with 17 aircraft (made up of 12
established fighters and 5 immediate reserves.)
The other half were held at Maintenance Units so as to form a 100% stored
reserve, ready to make good RAF squadron losses as they occurred.
One of the five squadrons chosen to re-equip with the Mk IIb was No.222
(Natal) Squadron (code letters `ZD`) that was flying the earlier Spitfire Mk
IIa version. They were based at Coltishall making up part of No.12 Fighter
Group. No.222 Squadrons full compliment of 17 new Mk IIb’s arrived
between 20th-22nd May 1941. `Chorley & District` was received as a
replacement aircraft on 6th August 1941. It was sent right into the thick of
things in the south of England with No.222 Squadron at Southend, as part of
No.11 Fighter Group. So began an almost constant round of sweeps and
Bomber escorts. The allied Fighters, such as the Spitfire and Hurricane,
were there to offer support or to intercept enemy Fighters before they
could attack the Bombers.
During the time that P8593 was with No.222 Squadron, its Pilot was mainly
Flight Lieutenant Davies.

Above: A lapel badge of No.222 Squadron. (S.A. Clewlow)
Stuart A. Clewlow
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Squadron diary extracts:
12th August, 1941: RAF Southend.
Pilot: Flight Lieutenant Davies.
Duration: 0945 to 1105 hours.
Sortie classification: Patrol.
Squadron orders: Rendezvous at Manston and provide high cover escort for six
Handley Page Hampdens to bomb St.Omer in France.
Mission notes: Spitfire P8541 piloted by Sergeant Christie went missing en route to
St.Omer. No.222 Squadron was escort to one of two waves of six Handley Page
Hampdens. They were to carry out raids on St.Omer and Gosnay. These raids, for
no loss, were successful in themselves but also as they acted as a diversion to a
larger raid. This consisted of 54 Bristol Blenheims on Cologne Power Stations. The
targets were reached and bombed but for the loss of ten Bombers, and one Spitfire.

Above: Medium Bombers, Handley Page Hampden. (S.A. Clewlow)

12th August, 1941: RAF Southend.
Pilot: Flight Lieutenant Davies.
Duration: 1705 to 1825 hours.
Sortie classification: Patrol.
Squadron orders: Rendezvous at Manston and patrol Duhgenem, Le Touquet,
St.Omer, and Calais.
Mission notes: This patrol may have been to escort the returning Bombers from the
Cologne raids and diversionary St.Omer and Gosnay raids.
14th August, 1941: RAF Southend.
Pilot: Flight Lieutenant Davies.
Duration: 1600 to 1730 hours.
Sortie classification: Patrol.
Squadron orders: Patrol around Ambleteuse, France.
14
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Above: Squadron ORB entry showing P8593. (PRO- Kew)

16th August, 1941: RAF Southend.
Pilot: Flight Lieutenant Davies.
Duration: 0725 to 0840 hours.
Sortie classification: Sweep.
Squadron orders: Sweep over Northern France.
16th August, 1941: RAF Southend.
Pilot: Flight Lieutenant Davies.
Duration: 1200 to 1320 hours.
Sortie classification: Patrol.
Squadron orders: Provide Bomber escort and rendezvous at Hastings at
12,000ft.
Mission notes: From Bomber Command diaries there was only one raid flown
wholly on 16th August and that coincides with the sortie flown by `Chorley &
District`. 30 Bristol Blenheims were sent on coastal sweeps and operations
to Marquise and St.Omer. The Marquise shell factory was bombed and no
aircraft were lost.
Stuart A. Clewlow
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Above: Light Bomber-Fighter, Bristol Blenheim. (Bingham / Clewlow)

18th August, 1941: RAF North Weald.
Pilot: Flight Lieutenant Davies.
Duration: 1400 to 1600 hours.
Sortie classification: Patrol.
Squadron orders: Provide Bomber escort and rendezvous at Manston at
11,000ft.
Mission notes: The Bomber Command mission was that 39 Bristol Blenheims
were sent on Coastal sweeps off Holland and on operations to Lille and
Marquise. Two trawlers were destroyed and Lille was bombed; one Bristol
Blenheim was lost.
19th August, 1941: RAF North Weald.
Pilot: Flight Lieutenant Davies.
Duration: 1740 to 1920 hours.
Sortie classification: Patrol. (Part of `Circus 82`)
Squadron orders: Provide Bomber escort for Bristol Blenheims to
Hazebrouck.
Mission notes: Spitfire Mk IIb P8135 went missing during the mission. It was
later recovered and put back into use, but was struck off charge and
scrapped on 30th December, 1944.
(In all there were 18 Bristol Blenheims on `Circus` operations to Gosnay and
Hazebrouck. Only Hazebrouck was bombed but three Blenheims were lost.)
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Above: Spitfire in flight. (Crown Copyright)

Without reserves of fighter aircraft such as how `Chorley & District`
started off, it would have been impossible to keep the RAF squadrons up to
operational strength for very long. Fortunately, supplies of the new Spitfire
Mk Vb were becoming more plentiful and were beginning to replenish
squadron losses as well as replace older frontline aircraft.
On 22nd August, 1941, No.222 Squadron started to re-equip with this new
model. Along with the other Spitfire Mk IIb’s, P8593 was passed over to
No.64 Squadron (code letters `SH` and radio call sign “FREEMA”) at
Turnhouse on 29th August, 1941 for a `rest` period. It was in the heat of
things during the Battle of Britain in 1940 and was part of many other
actions during the rest of the war. The squadron was disbanded in 1967.
Among other Spitfire Mk IIb’s, `Chorley & District` was to supplement the
squadrons Spitfire Mk IIa’s which now came under the command of No.13
Fighter Group.
With No.64 Squadron, `Chorley & District` was used to fly on convoy patrols
and flying as escort to Allied shipping. Sorties for P8593 did not come as
regularly as during its time with No.222 Squadron based at North Weald and
under the command of No.12 Fighter Group.
Stuart A. Clewlow
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Above: Squadron ORB entry showing P8593. (PRO- Kew)

In November 1941 it was time for No.64 Squadron to relieve one of the
squadrons in No.11 Fighter Group and so on the 12 th November, No.64
Squadron changed places with No.611 Squadron at Hornchurch, taking over
their Spitfire Mk Vb’s. No.611 Squadron (code letters `FY`) in turn took
over a mixed compliment of Spitfire Mk IIa’s and Mk IIb’s, including
`Chorley & District` and they settled into life at RAF Drem.
No.611 Squadron was part of the Royal Auxiliary Air Force. It was formed on
10th February 1936 at Hendon as a day bomber unit. On 6th May 1936 it
moved to Speke and began recruiting from the Merseyside area. The
Squadron was active during the Battle of Britain and distinguished itself
throughout the war until finally being disbanded in 1957. Part of the
Squadron Crest bares the motto; `Beware, Beware`, Chorley`s motto at the
time was of course, `Beware`; poignant therefore, that for a period during
the war, P8593 `Chorley & District` served with this squadron.
More so, whilst with No.611 Squadron, `Chorley & District` was a
representative aircraft along with Spitfires: P7314, P7553, P8035 and
P8567.
Certainly in the early days `Chorley & District` was associated with many
experienced and battle hardened Pilots. As reported in the Squadron Log
books, one of the main Pilots of “Chorley & District”, while with 611, was
Squadron Leader Watkins, DFC- a Battle of Britain veteran. An example from
the log book:
21st November 1941: RAF Drem.
Pilot: Squadron Leader D. H. Watkins, D.F.C.
Duration: 1045 to 1100 hours.
Sortie classification: Convoy patrol.
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Above: Pilots of No.611 Squadron at RAF Hornchurch in 1941.
(No.611 Squadron Collection- Mr. Aldon P. Ferguson)

Above: The Battle of Britain Memorial in London includes the inscription of
`Chorley & District` Pilot, Douglas H. Watkins, 2007. (S.A. Clewlow)
Stuart A. Clewlow
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Above: “A quiet moment in the Readiness Room at Digby, c. 1940.”
L to R- Flight Lieutenant Jack Leather and Flight Officer Douglas Watkins.
(No.611 Squadron Collection- Mr. Aldon P. Ferguson)

Douglas Herbert Watkins came from Heswall, Cheshire. He joined No.611
Squadron in 1938 and with the outbreak of war, was called to full time
service on 21 September 1939. By June 1941, ‘Dirty’ Watkins was the only
Royal Auxiliary Air Force Officer left with No.611 Squadron. He was
Commanding Officer of the Squadron from 17 th November 1941 to 12th
September 1942. Watkins was retired from the RAF in 1945 with the rank of
Wing Commander and was released from its list of reserves on 10 th February
1958, again as Wing Commander.
Having moved to Dunsford with his wife, his great pastime was Cricket and
played for Dunsford Cricket Club where he was just known as `Doug`. Sadly,
he fell seriously ill and died suddenly following emergency surgery on March
23rd 1969, aged 56. He left his wife and a daughter, Stephanie. Devon County
Cricket Club established in his memory the D. H. Watkins Young Cricketer of
the Year Trophy award. As of 2007 it was still being competed for by the
young talent of the Under 17`s of Devon Cricket Club. It is a great tribute
reflecting his obvious love of the game.
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Extracts from the No.611 Squadron diary:
5th December 1941: RAF Drem.
Pilot: Sergeant R. H. Turlington.
Duration: 0935 to 1050 hours.
Sortie classification: Convoy Patrol.
9th December 1941: RAF Drem.
Pilot: Squadron Leader D. H. Watkins, D.F.C.
Duration: 1700 to 1725 hours.
Sortie classification: Scramble.
Squadron orders: Scramble and patrol the base.
29th January 1942: RAF Drem.
Pilot: Sergeant W. J. Johnson.
Duration: 1650 to 1710 hours.
Sortie classification: Scramble.

Above: Pilots of No.611 Squadron at Digby, 1940. Then Pilot Officer, D.H. Watkins can be seen
on the far left, second row, seated. (No.611 Squadron Collection- Mr. Aldon P. Ferguson)
Stuart A. Clewlow
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FEBRUARY 1942 – AUGUST 1943
In February 1942 No.611 Squadron started to re-equip once more; they too
were now to convert onto the Spitfire Mk Vb`s. On 13 th February 1942,
`Chorley & District` went to No.54 Squadron (code letters `KL`) at RAF
Castletown in Caithness, Scotland; one of the last two squadrons still to be
fully equipped with the Spitfire Mk II’s.
With No.54 Squadron, `Chorley & District` was involved in convoy patrols
and sector reconnaissance duties, whereby the aeroplane involved patrolled a
designated air space under the command of No.13 Fighter Group.
Spitfire P8593 `Chorley & District`, sustained some damage whilst serving
with No.54 Squadron and on 15th April 1942 it was reported as being
`repaired on site` by the Civilian Repair Organisation (CRO). It is likely that
it was damaged by an accident on landing or whilst being manoeuvred around
the airfield or hangar.
There were a number of CRO Units and each one specialised on certain
aircraft types and variants. The workers were all civilians and used their own
expertise, tools, and transport to fix the aircraft in situ. This system of
maintenance and repair only took place amongst the RAF stations within the
United Kingdom. This system of Civilian repair teams was a proven success.
During the Battle of Britain the CRO repaired approximately 4,000 aircraft.
Amazingly, 60% of these repaired aircraft had at first been designated as
`unrepairable` by the aircraft stations from where they came.
No.54 Squadron moved to RAF Wellingore on 1 st June 1942 in preparation for
their departure to a station in Australia. Here the squadron was to see
action against the Japanese. The squadron was to leave all their aeroplanes
behind and so `Chorley & District` passed into the control of No.83
Maintenance Unit.
A year and a day after being taken on its test flight by Alex Henshaw,
`Chorley & District` was moved out of active Squadron service. However, it
was still not free from accident as on 7th June 1942, it yet again had to be
repaired on site by a CRO Unit at Woolsington.
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Above: It was not uncommon for the most damaged aeroplanes to be returned to the air.
Spitfire Mk 9, circa 1943. (Bingham / Clewlow)

Having been awaiting collection, it was 27th August 1942 before `Chorley &
District` was allotted to No.58 Operational Training Unit (OTU) at Balado
Bridge near Kinloss, Scotland. No.58 OTU (code letters `PQ`) was
established on 2nd December 1940 as a day fighter pilot training unit, until
being disbanded on 5th October 1943.
(Areas of the airfield at Balado Bridge survive to this day and in more recent
times it has been used to host concerts such as, `T in the Park`.)
The OTU`s were formed to give newly trained Pilots the benefit of
experienced squadron Pilots who were being `rested` from the stress and
fatigue of frontline service. Gunnery practice and dog fight simulations were
engaged in, in order to bring rookie Pilots as close to actual air combat as
possible. The Unit was responsible for training a lot of Polish Pilots who had
escaped to Britain after Germany had invaded Poland.
During the war recruits received a dramatically reduced period of training,
especially their hours in the air. Pre-war training comprised of much more
study and flying before a recruit earned his `wings`. `Chorley & District`
was immediately put into use in its new, necessary, and valuable role as a
training platform for Pilots of the future. This seemingly mundane and
unromantic role compared to life in an active squadron service, should in no
way detract from the importance it was playing.
Stuart A. Clewlow
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Almost a year later, and still with No.58 OTU, `Chorley & District` was
involved in a flying accident. On 15th August 1943, at 1700 hours, Polish
airman, Sergeant R. A. Białecki (service number- P782690) force landed the
Spitfire causing serious damage.
This Polish Pilot had his name mis-transcribed on the accident document.
Research has revealed that the Polish Pilot with the service number P782690 was Roman Adam Białecki and not Bialeckiki. Roman was born on 4th
January 1918 and came from Brochocin in the Płock district of Poland. Having
joined the Polish Air Force NCOs (Non-commissioned Officers) Training
School in 1934, he qualified as an Aircraft Mechanic 3 years later. He was
part of a service detachment which were in action when the war began in
1939. As such, this unit was set into retreat and were evacuated abroad
eventually reaching France. From there, Roman was evacuated to England. He
joined the Royal Air Force and finally completed his operational training at a
Fighter OTU in Scotland in May 1943.

Above: Roman A. Białecki. (C/o Robert Ostrycharz)
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Above: The accident report. (PRO- Kew)

By the time of the `Chorley & District` Spitfire accident he had clocked up
520 hours solo flying, of which, 43 hours were solo flying on Spitfires. All
accidents and damage no matter how small, had to be accounted for and
where possible, explained. The investigation which followed the accident
concluded that it was a result of human error and that `carelessness` should
be endorsed in the Pilots log book in red ink. Upon approach to landing he had
failed to correctly lower the undercarriage (wheels) properly and on touch
down, it collapsed and crashed.

Stuart A. Clewlow
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THE FINAL YEAR
On paper the `Chorley & District` accident was classed as accidental and it
was sent for repair. This time the degree of damage was too much to call
upon the assistance of a Civilian Repair Organisation Unit. Therefore, it was
despatched to the much respected Scottish Aviation Limited team at
Prestwick, North-West Scotland on 24th August 1943. Having been restored
to flying condition, `Chorley & District` returned to No.58 OTU on 27 th
August 1943 and continued with its usual training routine.
On 28th December 1943 `Chorley & District` was reallocated to No.39
Maintenance Unit, at Colerne, where not much about its time there is known
about. Typical Maintenance Unit duties consisted of the maintenance,
modifications and test flying of stored aircraft, which would be issued to
front line units when required. It was with that unit for around six months
before on 12th June 1944 it was transferred again. `Chorley & District` now
made up part of the compliment at the Central Gunnery School (CGS) at RAF
Catfoss. Here it was used as a gun platform as part of the training regime
for gunnery officers prior to actual flying operations against the enemy. RAF
Catfoss as the Central Gunnery School, was in use from 15 th February 1944
to 12th November 1945. It is located 4 miles from Hornsea in Yorkshire.
Remains of the Control Tower, Crash Tender shed and areas of the runway
can still be seen.
A little over three years after being built and test-flown, `Chorley &
District` was soon to have its service career drawn to a close. On 25 th June
1944, it was in use on a solo gun-camera exercise that was to last thirty
minutes. Gun camera recordings were fitted to some aircraft and could be
engaged when the guns were triggered. These gun cameras were used to
monitor the actions of a Pilot when engaging the enemy but particularly they
had the potential to capture on film new variants of modifications of enemy
aeroplanes or secret weapons. This wasn’t purely for the air though, as
ground targets could also be captured on camera. The specialists on the
ground could then analyse the recordings and assess any technological
developments or even ground troop movements, etc made by the enemy.
Training to use gun cameras involved operating with mock targets, identifying
specified locations or landmarks or accompanying aircraft in order to
practice keeping them in view of the camera.
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Above: A wartime G-45 gun camera. (S.A. Clewlow)

At 1000 hours, after the training mission, the Pilot of `Chorley & District`
was preparing to land. However, the throttle gear jammed in the closed
position. The Pilot had no option but to attempt a forced landing with the
gears (wheels) up inside the underside of the wings. The approach was fast
and on landing the aeroplane struck the far boundary of a plot of land
belonging to Mr. Walker of Carr Farm, in the area of Weel Carr, near
Beverley in East Yorkshire.
Apparently the Pilot did not see the Holderness Drain in front of him (the
Holderness Drain is part of a large network of drainage channels which drain
the Holderness peninsula) and `Chorley & District` ran into it and flipped
over and onto its back. The Pilot could be relieved of blame for not seeing
the drainage ditch as the Spitfire was known for having poor visibility when
landing and taxiing on the ground.
The late Mr. Walker (Senior) of Carr Farm was on hand and helped the Pilot
of his harness. Fortunately, Flight Officer R. S. Jones (service number159041) was not seriously hurt. He was an experienced flyer with 458 hours
solo flight, of which 35 hours were on Spitfires. Together they walked to the
nearest telephone box (believed to be in the village of Tickton) and Jones
informed his Commanding Officer of what had occurred. Jones was to
survive the war.

Stuart A. Clewlow
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Mr. Walkers son William and his friend Les Gillyon were also there on the
scene. The latter recalled climbing into the Spitfire and pressing the firing
button on the control stick. Quite a risky act considering the young boys
would have been unaware that at the time the aeroplane was on a gun-camera
exercise and would not have been armed.
(Les Gillyon was only 14 years old at the time and witnessed another Spitfire
crash in the area. This occurred in the September of 1944 when the fully
armed aeroplane crash landed, caught fire and was fully burnt out. The Polish
Pilot was badly burnt but survived following treatment at near by Beverley
Westwood Hospital, Yorkshire.)
When the RAF contingent arrived on the scene of the crash, they first of all
took away the onboard cameras and placed two men on guard. It was
sometime before they collected the aircraft itself, which was eventually
taken away in three parts- the port and starboard wings separately and the
fuselage section.
The damage report stated that the cause of the crash had not been
established by 1022 hours due to the deterioration of the weather and
visibility was down to just 2000 yards. The crash was classed as “accidental.”

Above: The damage report. (PRO- Kew)
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Maintenance Unit Inspectors at first thought that Spitfire P8593 was
repairable but after re-analysis the aeroplane was re-categorised to be
struck off charge with effect from 1st July 1944.
Not necessarily being ‘scrapped’ in the sense of being melted down, the
aeroplane could have still been put to other uses. It could have become a
ground training frame, a gate guardian outside an airfield or place of
importance, a display piece in a museum, or even sold as a complete airframe.
Alternatively, and most likely, all working parts that could be salvaged would
have been taken away. These would then have been inspected as safe for use
and issued to units to repair damaged Spitfires.
In essence, `Chorley & District` would continue assisting the war effort.

Above: Everything that could serve a further purpose would be salvaged.
A crashed Sea Hurricane. (Bingham / Clewlow)

The initial generosity of the people of Chorley and District would have
continued to serve purpose. The salvaged Spitfire equipment and parts, paid
for through the donations of the Chorley Borough people, would of
maintained other Spitfires and kept them flying and fighting.
Being struck off charge as a flying airframe and consigned to being broken
up, the Spitfire Mk IIb P8593 `Chorley & District`, would then have been
removed from the Royal Air Force Inventory and confined to history.

Stuart A. Clewlow
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Test Pilot, Alex Henshaw, MBE: 1912 – 2007

The first to take the controls of “Chorley & District.”

“I think your
project is an
excellent tribute to
our past history,
which in the
present changing
`climate`,
will soon be a thing
of the past.”
Alex Henshaw 5th December 2006.
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Presented by Local Historian and Author
Stuart A. Clewlow, FRHistS
Some of my first public displays of local history and military artefacts was back in
1995 to commemorate the 50th Anniversaries of VE Day and VJ Day. Since then I
have been researching and collecting information and artefacts of local importance
and sharing it across our Borough, whether that is in schools, community centres,
public events and temporary exhibitions, such as the popular Chorley Remembers
exhibition at Astley Hall Coach House.
My work has been rewarded with Civic Society Awards, Parish Council Awards and
even an invitation to the Queen’s Garden Party at Buckingham Palace. All that is
extremely humbling but I like to see it as being a measure of just how interested
and passionate we all are in our heritage.
A number of events and displays were planned to acknowledge the 75 th
anniversaries of VE Day and VJ Day in 2020 but these were affected due to the
Coronavirus issues. Hopefully this brief publication will help raise awareness of our
local involvement during the war and go a small way towards acknowledging the
anniversaries.
Feel free to contact me if you can add any information to anything mentioned or if
you would like to ask any specific questions about the subject.
My local history books include:
The Bolton to Blackpool Dance Trains
The Chorley & District Spitfire
HMS ‘Ursula’ – The Chorley & District Submarine
In Memoriam – Military Memorials and Graves (Borough of Chorley)
Euxton CE Primary School- Golden Jubilee
Euxton – Then & Now
Euxton Remembers
“Pals on Parade” (WW1 Brass music CD with Leyland Band)
ROF Chorley: 80th Anniversary
Please join, enjoy and share my Facebook groups:
Euxton Then & Now
ROF Chorley (Buckshaw Village)
Chorley & District in World War Two

saclewlow@yahoo.com 07866 925602
Stuart A. Clewlow

@StuartAClewlow
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